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Introduction
Argentina in the northwest is spectacular with very varied habitats ranging to dry Chaco, Yungas moist 
forests to Cactus covered hilsides, Puna and alpine areas. The cacti were in full bloom and our cactus expert 
Guillermo Rivera has a profound knowledge about cacti which was a new and interesting field for us.  I 
will especially thank Jeff for his outstanding birding skills. Our bird guide Javier had the tapes of the birds 
which was his main role on the trip. The weather was fine except on the last drive day to Cordoba. The 
logistics went well.  We had a funny “Fawlty Towers” type of driver which was more of a pain for Guillermo 
than us. He normally uses a different bus company, but because some licence papers had to be renewed 
Guillermo was forced to change to Osmar. We missed quite a few birds especially in the Chaco as the 
habitat is disappearing due to the expansion of agriculture crops such as soy used to biofuels and the meat 
industry. Depending upon temperament, I found the trip too rushed with too much driving. Others are 
keener than me on twitching birds along a route and seeing a large selection of habitats and scenery. 

Consequently, I would recommend others to do this part of Argentina in more leisurely pace of 3 weeks in 
order to experience the area without having to undertake tiresome drives every day. This will also provide 
more time to catch up with missed species, do better photography and to learn more from the botanic 
treasures from this exciting region and from the knowledge Guillermo possesses on cactus biology. I have 
long felt that pure birding trips are too narrow, so here we had a chance to do more, but it was hard to keep 
focused all the time because many of us became more and more tired as the trip progressed. However, we 
all are happy and grateful to have had an opportunity to visit such a fantastic area and to have seen great 
birds in Argentina.

November 2 Cordoba Airport to Ichu Cruz Posada Shalimar
We met with Guillermo outside the terminal and drove to a monestary GPS: 31°28’46”S,64°31’12”W, 
688 m; outside of town. Here we quickly found Brown Cacholote, Lark-like Bush-runner, Pale-breasted 
Spinetail, Short-billed Canastero and White Monjita. We rolled into Villa Icho Cruz, Posada Shalimar; 
31°28’52”S,64°34’20”W tired after more than 30 hours slog in  airports and airplanes. Guillermo served red 
wine to a tender meat feast of typical Argentine nature. We did our list while watching woodpeckers and 
night herons flying around in the garden.

November 3 Icho Cruz - NE of Capila del Monte
GPS: 30°50’18”S,64°30’22”W, 1131 m.  

We left the hotel at 6 am to drive uphill to the plains behind Sierra de Cordoba escarpments. It was 
spectacular scenery with mixed plains, bushes and grass between rocks. En route, we stopped in low 
scrub where a Striped Cuckoo was spotted with Red-crested Finch and White-crested Eleania. Then we 
continued uphill to an open plain were Grassland Sparrow and Pampa Finch were spotted. A Spotted 
Nothura appeared briefly on a path below. The mist in the early morning cleared, maybe too quickly so 

Facing page Clockwise: 

Landscape Atlas Cumbes,  
Cacti Gymnocalycium monvillei,  
Pampa Finch,  
Grassland Sparrow,  
Orlog’s Cinclodes
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we missed the optimal time for Condor updrafts at the escarpments. However we saw about 15 Condors 
including close ups of adults and young. In one spot near a coffee house we had a chance to look at two 
Orlog’s Cinclodes drinking from a stream. Those dark Cinclodes are endemic to the area. 

Later we stopped near a bridge and these endemics were together with Bar-winged Cinclodes which 
sharpened our id skills. I took a detour to photograph the rare bird, but stepped in a wrong place and 
sank deep into the mud. Although the group was impatient to move on, I took a quick walk around in the 
marsh and found the same Cordoba Canasteros which Jeff spotted from the road at the same time. We did 
not have time to drink coffee as we had a long way to go. 

We had picnic in the township Pampa de Achala where we found our first flowering cactus. Green-barred 
Woodpeckers, Mockingbirds and Sierra finches were easy to see around the picnic area. On the way back 
along the same route we stopped near a canyon near the top of the hill at Altas Cumbres;  
GPS: 31°35’44”S,64°42’35”W, 1759 m. where a few cacti were in flower. Condors were circling above 
us while Tau found a Magellanic Horned Owl 
incubating eggs on a rock down in the ravine. 
Several hummingbirds such as Red-tailed Comets 
were feeding in the flowers. In the afternoon, we 
drove a long way towards Dean Funes a typical rural 
town in western Argentina. After a 2½ hour slog 
in the bus we finally arrived to a beautiful forested 
valley La Cumbre  GPS 30,58,52 S/ 64,30,00 W. 

The Black-bodied Woodpecker lives  in this 
deciduous forest with palms, cactus scrub and a 
few tall trees,  but unfortunately this elusive species 
would not appear during our short stay here. It can 
also be found in a town south of Cordoba which I 
did not know before the trip was set. 

Despite missing the woodpecker, this is a spectacular 
area and we had some good birding including 
excellent views of Olive-crowned Crescentchest. 

An active pair of Chaco Earthcreepers was responsive 
to tape. En route Hans believed that he saw the Spot-
winged Falconet - one of the birds which has become 
rare in recent years and the rest of us missed on our 
trip. 

We stayed in a local hotel San Jorge. 
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November 4 To Salt Lake SW of San José de Las Salinas
GPS:  30°02’15”S,64°39’11”W, 218 m.

We had a simple breakfast with coffee and a croissant. As in most Latin countries breakfast is not a great meal. 
Our visit to the saltpans Chaco forest produced a few new birds such as White-fronted Woodpeckers, Spot-
backed Puffbird, White Monjita, a peregrine falcon, wagtail tyrants and Stripe-crowned Spinetails. The Tufted 
Tit-Tyrant seen here was the only one on the trip. (E of Graneros; 27°38’29”S,65°23’03”W, 334 m.).

We first thought we saw the endemic Salinas Monjita, but a closer look by Jeff revealed that it was a female 
Spectacled Tyrant! I have written 10 birding rules at the end of this report which all demonstrate that nobody 
is ever finished learning from mistakes made while birding. En route we stopped in grungy gas station YPF 
run by an obese woman parked permanently in the front of a TV. Nobody in their right mind would want to 
visit the toilets behind the premises. Later we twitched a Rufous-sided Crake in a pond along the way.

In the afternoon we made a side trip to Dique de Escaba   Escobar Road; GPS: 27°38’17”S,65°44’52”W, 
502 m. where there was a generating station. Here we found the rare White-rumped Hawk. It was a nice 
afternoon and I had an opportunity to photograph some new cactus species. A tarantula appeared on the 
road. Amazonian and Ringed Kingfishers were fishing in the river. We also found a tiny snake (Leptotiphlos 
sp.). Still we had a few hours drive to Concepcion so we had to leave this beautiful area after only 2½ hours. 
One could easily justify a morning session here with a stay in adjacent town. We spent the night in Hotel 
Libertador, Concepcion.

November 5 Infiernillo gorge Tafi Del Valle towards Cafayate with 
stops in highlands and beyond. GPS: 26°48’17”S,65°43’22”W, 2470 m, route 307

We had a great morning in true Yungas forest along route 307.  The Red-throated Dipper and Torrent Duck 
can be seen here. As the river is very eutrophic and seems to be polluted from Tafi del Valle, the dipper has 
become so rare that we dipped here. Fortunately we saw a pair of dippers in Yala later on the trip. The river 
had a lot of algae growth and appeared turbid. However, we encountered a pair of Torrent Ducks together 
with a few Spectacled Ducks. The forest here is much less diverse than their counterparts in Bolivia, so the 
big diverse flocks of tanagers which can be encountered in the central Andes are replaced with flocks of Sayaca 
Tanagers, Rufous-bellied Thrush and Slaty Thrush. A few representative tyrannulets and flycatchers can be 
seen in the mixed species flocks. At the lunch stop I found a group of Yellow-striped Brush-finches.

We arrived to the lake about 2 pm. Here we found the typical Andean water fauna but to our surprise a few 
Coscoroba Swans (a goose) were spotted further away.  The next stop near Abra Del Infiernillo was near a 
ravine where we quickly located endemic Tucuman Mountain-Finch which appeared nicely to tape playback. 

Facing page clokwise to this page:  Dean Funes with a Chaco Earthcreeper, Puna Hawks displaying above 
Cafayate Parque Nacional Los Cardones with Burrowing Parrots, Our driver Osmar next to his van in Dique de 
Escaba with a flowering tiny cacti of the genus Parodia (microspermia)
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Facing Page Clockweise: Valle de Lerma-Alisal with tall Pasacana Tree Cactus (Trichocereus pasacana), Cacti 
(crested form) Gymnocalycium spegazzinii,  An adult cicadas emerging from its larval skin

This page: Striped-crowned Spinetail  & Cacti: Trichocereus smirzianus (rare yellow form).
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Guillermo had to wander off by himself for a few minutes and a Puna Tinamou passed him within 3 meters. 
We never saw that bird again. 

On our final stop towards Cafayate, we stopped on a dry cactus laid slope to see some great birds. Jeff quickly 
located the rare Chestnut Canastero while it was rushing around like an Australian grasswren. Other birds 
here were Yellow-bellied Tit-tyrant, Slender-billed Miner and a young Rufous-sided Warbling finch. It was a 
windy place, so we had to work to find the species on this site. 

We arrived to the nice touristy town of Cafayate about 8.30 pm. Guillermo had booked us into a triple room, 
and I felt it would be nice to have an evening and night in a single. Although I had organized the trip and got 
the group together he asked me to pay 50 dollars extra - but later he told me that it was okay without extra 
payment. In the meantime I had gone to a teller machine in town to withdraw money. I found a few 100 Peso 
notes so worn and damaged that they could not be changed anywhere except in Madrid 3½ weeks later. I 
found this discouraging that you cannot trust banks in Argentina!

Late in the evening we had dinner in a restaurant across the square. Just when we had finished our lists 
a group of 75 kids with 5 adults arrived to the dining place. We could hardly communicate that evening 
because of the noise level.  The only silence we had was during their one minute prayer before eating.  
However it was a bit funny to see the kids eating in such a fancy restaurant, things are cheap in Argentina so 
many activities we never would dream of doing at home are possible here.

November 6 Cafayate – sand dunes  & Burrowing Parrot Colony 
N of Las Conchas, GPS: 25°57’01”S,65°44’49”W, 1520 m.

We left Cafayate about 7 am which was perhaps a bit too late. The first stop was in a sand dune area with 
bushes and willow trees. The target bird was Sandy Gallito an elusive tapaculo living in sand dunes and willow 
vegetation. Everybody except me saw the bird running across from bushes to bushes. I was within 5 meters 
from a singing Gallito before we were called to the bus. Jeff was enjoying collecting in this spectacular spot 
but again, a bit frustrated by the lack of time we had to move on. Many birds were missed this way. 

One can ask the question what is point to travel 10,000 km to Argentina if we have too little time to see 
what we are coming for! The Cafayate gorge was spectacular – a typical Western landscape perfect for a John 
Wayne film. Here we had a chance to enjoy a colony of Burrowing Parrots coming in and out of their holes 
in the cliff face. Parque Nacional Los Cardones was the only place where we encountered tourists because it is 
a popular place to go cycling. During a brief stop we found Variable Antshrikes, Ultramarine Grosbeaks and 
a Streak-fronted Thornbird and Purple throated Euphonias. We did an afternoon detour up to about 3000 
meters. It was the day of cactus display.  
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The best birds seen were Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch and Rusty Flowerpiercer. I got a picture of a Red-tailed 
Comet. It was a long drive to Salta where we had to stop at a post office to pick up a pair of boots which 
Nils-Erik forgot when we changed to Osmar Bus Company a few days back. It took almost one hour for this 
detour so we arrived quite late to our hotel. Hans was deprived from sleep and was very tired. Consequently, 
he insisted upon we should not be later that 7 pm at hotels for the rest of the trip. This proved to be hard to 
accomplish as the distances were long, we had to change tires, going to pharmacies, do shopping for lunch etc. 
Night in Hotel Las Moras. San Lorenzo, Hotel Las Moras GPS: 24°43’55”S,65°29’17”W 1368 m; 

November 7  Yungas Near Quebrada,  San Lorenzo gorge, 
Afternoon to Valle de Rio Toro. Salta. GPS: 24°43’20”S,65°30’35”W 1565 m.

Our hotel was situated in a wealthy area of Salta near the hills to the east. We first went to a creek in the 
suburban area to look for Red-legged Seriema. Obviously we did not see it as the site has changed a lot since 
the last sighting. Then we continued to the reserve a few km uphill. Here near the restaurants we found a 
group of jays. Further up the dry creek, the White-barred Piculet and Sclater’s Tyrannulets sang and displayed 
for us. Jeff stayed behind as he wished to collect insects for his research in Ottawa. The rest of us went on 
a long but spectacular drive up in the Valle de Rio Toro. This is the prime area for thePasacana Tree Cactus 
Trichocereus pasacana in full bloom. At the top above 2700 meters we had lunch so we had time to explore 
the surroundings. In the yellow flowers a White-sided Hillstar was feeding while Giant Hummingbird, Comet 
and Violetears came by. Some Sierra-finches were feeding in the flowers on the cacti. Terminal winds which 
equalize pressure differences between valleys and mountains create strong drown draft winds like the mistral 
in France. We returned to the hotel in the late afternoon. After a quick shower we returned uphill a couple  of 
meters to eat in the restaurant. On the way back to Las Moras Jeff spotted adult cicadas emerging from their 
larval skins. A rare sight. 
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November 08 Drive to Abra Pampa, Jujuy
As usual we had a long drive ahead of us. The trip from Salta to Abra Pampa along the pan American highway 
is spectacular. First we stopped at Campo Alegre which is a lake behind a dam. Here we found Rufous-capped 
Antshrike building a nest and Sooty-fronted Spinetails & Dot-fronted Woodpecker. As usual, lakes behind 
dams did not support many water birds. We continued along the road to have lunch near a lake next to Santa 
Luicia. Big flocks of both White-faced and Fulvous Whistling Ducks were standing alert along the shoreline 
while Crested Ducks, Speckled (Sharp-winged) Teals, Shovelers and coots were swimming nearby. During 
lunch time Jeff had an White-barred Piculet Piculet at arms length. 

As Jeff got an ear infection from a swimming pool and commenced a course of antibiotics we had to the find 
supplies of this medicine for him. As it was weekend most pharmacies were closed. We found one which was 
open, but they required a doctors prescription before delivery can be made. Fortunately Guillermo found 
a way out as he contacted our hotel in Abra Pampa. The hotel owner picked up the antibiotic for Jeff. It is 
interesting to note that Argentina is different in terms of restrictions on things like medicine. Another thing 
I noted that all the railways were abandoned. It is discouraging as railway transport is ecologically more 
sustainable than truck delivery. We stopped for the first time in Tilcura for a coffee break, a great feast as no 
coffee was served on any of our lunch stops. 

After a visit to the touristy markets we went above town to do a walk down through some dry habitat. Here 
we found Creamy-breasted Canastero and Sharp-billed Canastero. Further uphill we entered a canyon with 
hills which showed the folding nature of mountain formation near Los Colorados. An Ornate Tinamou 
appeared briefly. It was late in the afternoon so we continued uphill to 3600 meters to Abra Pampa. Although 
it was high up in the Andes it was fairly warm with a strong dry wind. Jeff, Richard and I had a walk in town; 
exploring the life of the locals, and watching a dog fight and some interesting cars in advanced states of decay. 
High clouds of cirrus emerged into the sun from the thunderheads which rose to the east. At this time moist 
air comes from the north east to hit the east slope of the Andes to give rain to the seasonal Yungas forests. 

We met a frenchman who arranged motorbike tours in southern South America. Unfortunately, he had 
screwed thing up with Customs and left his gear too long in the country without having declared it to the 
authorities. Consequently, his 20 or so motorbikes were in locked storage without release when his group 
arrived to Argentina. This suggests that if you do not know the rules or have the right network, things can go 
terribly wrong. He had taken a substantial loss on equipment and stranded his group, not a happy situation 
for them. We stayed in Residencial la Coyita in Abra Pampa GPS: 22°43’23”S,65°41’54”W, 3504 m.



Facing Page: 

Abra Pampa, 
 James Flamingos.

This Page Clockwise: 

 Rocks Los Colorados,  
Puna Miner,  
Vicunas,  
Straight-billed Earthcreeper,  
Pale-mantled Tit-Spinetail
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November 9 This was the day in the high Andes
Many high country birds were seen during this day which was one of the great days on the trip. First 
we had great views of the Vicuñas which have rebounded nicely since hunting ceased a few years ago. 
On the way out of town towards Lake Lagunillas in Pozuelos National Park, we stopped at a pond  GPS 
22°42’33”S,65°42’58”W,  to watch both James and Chilean Flamingos feeding and flying around close. Both 
Puna Teal and Crested Duck were sitting in the grass. A Puna Miner was feeding on insects around dung 
nearby. En route to the lake we had Golden-spotted Ground Dove and Great Yellow Finch plus more Vicunas. 
The road was corrugated so we drove frustratingly slow – no more 35 km per hour. It took ages to advance 
towards the lake. Richard spotted a raptor from the bus on a pole about 2 km away. We stepped out and 
walked closer. In the scope the gray eagle proved to be the rare Crowned Eagle 1-2 k. A great bird to see as it 
took off and flew into the haze in the dusty air. 

We also saw our first Grey-breasted Seedsnipe of the trip at this site. At the lake Los Pozuelos  
GPS: 22°24’04”S,65°58’17”W, 3600 m ), the coots were way out so we could not verify having seen Horned 
Coot. We did manage to see some distant Giant Coots here though. More interesting were the displaying 
and actively feeding Wilson’s Phalaropes and Baird’s Sandpipers in big numbers. Puna plovers were running 
among its bigger cousins. In the distance we could see a group of Rhea’s and among these we had one lesser.  

I enjoyed watching the scenery and the clouds in the sky while those folks with scopes had a chance to filter 
through the birds too far for observation with normal bins.While most of us were asleep, we returned to the 
main road at a snail’s pace along the rough dirt road. At the town of Abra Pampa we turned to the north along 
the Pan Am highway towards Quiaca. Here the more affluent Argentina meets with the poor Bolivia. 

The towns get more and more “Bolivian” the closer 
one gets to the border. La Quiaca is not the most 
charming place on the earth. We stayed in Hotel La 
Quiaca; 22°06’15”S,65°35’52”W, 3467 m. 

Facing Page: 

Lunch stop Sierra Santa Barbara 
Golden-billed Saltator building nest 
This page: 

Andean Goose over Los Pozuelos 
The flowering cacti:  
Austrocylindropuntia shaferi
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November 10  
Morning trip to Yavi  then to Yala in the province of Jujuy
After having some difficulty getting breakfast early we left town to the east to do some high Andean birding 
before returning south. Of the birds seen among the hills, potato fields and scrub were Bare-faced Ground 
Dove, Buff-breasted Earth-creeper and a great close up view of Pale-mantled Tit-Spinetail, Creamy-breasted 
Canastero and an Andean Flicker feeding on the ground. Even some condors were roosting on the hillsides 
nearby. In Humahuaca Gorge on the way on Pan Am. highway at 3100 meters we stopped for birding. Here 
we found a nest of Creamy-breasted Canastero. Hillstars and comets were feeding in the flowers.

After a few hours drive downhill to 1500 meters we turned left up in Yala Valley along Yala River, GPS, 
24°07’14”S,65°27’20”W, 1667 m. After lunch we went uphill to look for dipper and torrent ducks. Here we 
found a family of Torrent Duck with 2 ducklings. Both the female and males were swimming upstream and 
down again in upright positions like displaying grebes. Their agility was awesome as the freely navigated 
through the torrent water without any problems whatsoever. Suddenly, Jeff exclaimed that he saw two brown 
birds fly by. They landed behind a corner in the stream so we were not able to see them. After a while, folks 
started to leave the vantage point to look further upstream. I followed but after a while I felt something was 
wrong as I could not see Jeff and his father Richard. Quickly on the return, I saw Jeff calling: “Come here! 
Dipper!” We all came into position as the dippers moved closer to our position while feeding. They were 
like our dippers with exactly the same behavior. The brown grey dippers with a red throat make this bird 
so special. For me I have now seen all dippers in the world. “A crawl back from a dip on the dipper” The 
Argentine dipper is very rare and shy as they suffer from pollution and damming of their home range along 
those great streams. We all have to thank Jeff for the effort. 

After this great experience in this remote secluded valley of Yungas forests we returned to the busy main 
highway to continue to San Pedro where we checked into Hotel Samay Watson; GPS: 24°14’00”S,64°52’13”W,  
668 m. We had dinner on a restaurant in town. Actually we almost never dined in our hotel, perhaps because 
better food can be found elsewhere at a better price. As we often arrived late a few of us felt so tired that we 
did not feel comfortable to walk to a dining place. Consequently, Hans stayed behind on 4 occasions. In San 
Pedro the food was a bit heavy and greasy, so Richard got ill from his reflux stomach problem. He was so bad 
the next day that we had to find a pharmacy. This time it was easier. He never fully recovered from this until 
back in Canada.
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Clockweise:

Canyon in Sierra Santa Barbara Mountain Range, 
Black-backed Grosbeak, Giant Antshrike 
(male), Orange-BlackToad, 
(Melanophryniscus 
tumifrons) 
Variable Antshrike.
Facing Page:

Calilegua NP 
Giant Antshrike 
Yellow-striped 
Brush-Finch
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November 11 Sierra Santa Barbara Providene Jujuy
We had a great day ahead of us as we drove along a gravel road along the ridge of Sierra Santa Barbara,  which 
is vegetated with Yungas dry forests. En route we stopped outside town where we walked up in a ravine. 
The best birds seen here were a cooporative pair of Ochre-cheeked Spinetails. Further into the hills we saw 
a flock of Green-cheeked Parakeets roosting in a flowering tree. I went further uphill and saw two large 
woodpeckers crossing the road in flight. I later found a hole through the vegetation where I just saw the 
large pale bill on a red crested head. It was a Cream-backed Woodpecker. As the group joined me the birds 
appeared right up in a tree in front of us. We had lunch here. Site on GPS: Yungas South of Palma, Sola;  GPS 
24°18’43”S,64°30’27”W,  1255 m.

Later we did some stops uphill along a gorge. A King Vulture together with a few Black-chested Buzzard-
eagles plus 3 Condors sailed around us. A flock of Saltators and Black-backed Grosbeaks appeared. As the 
driver did not follow us Guillermo had to go back to fetch him. Here he had a Creamy-backed Woodpecker 
within 8 meters. What a photo that would have been!  In the afternoon we stopped to watch a roosting site 
of 26 Condors. It was a bit dark and overcast. It was great to see those great vultures going to roost. Nils-Erik 
and I would have liked to spend a day just with those birds! Condor Roost GPS: Serieama Road; NW of 
Palma Sola, 23°50’20”S,64°26’11”W 507 m.

Further down in the valley, Tau spotted a Red-legged Seriema standing in the roadside. It was the only 
sighting of this special bird on the trip. Near a bridge a flock of more than 50 Alders Parrots flew around 
together with 2 Blue-fronted. As we arrived to the town of Palomitas after dark, we stopped in a petrol station 
where we had pasta and ice cream for dessert. We 
stayed in the cozy Posada del Sol . GPS: Palma Sol; 
23°58’18”S,64°17’58”W,  687 m. It would have been 
nice to have dinner outside in the warm evening next 
to the pool!
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November 12 Daytrip to Parque 
Nacional Calilegua 
Parque Nacional Calilegua is one of the most pristine 
areas we visited. Most of the places in the Andes are 
grazed by cattle, goat or llamas. Even in parks cows 
find their way in. Here was less so than everywhere 
else we had been. We went all up to about 1500 
meters to a gap with stops on the way. At the top it is 
easy to get a feeling of a true Andean cloud forest like 
the ones in Peru. But still both the avifauna (tanagers 
& Hummingbirds) and butterflies are less numerous 
than to the north. On our first stop Javier attracted 
a pair of Giant Antshrike to his tape playback. The 
bus driver, Osmar, was the first to spot them. Down 
in the forest we found Ocre-faced Tody-Tyrant, 
Cinereous Warbler and Dot-fronted Woodpecker. 
Further up we had lunch at park headquarters where 
swallow-tailed butterflies were feeding. 

Jeff collected while we ate lunch and pronounced this to be the most spectacular insect collecting and diversity 
of the trip. After lunch, we continued with the bus a few km uphill. Here a White-throated Antpitta was 
calling in a thick scrub near the road, not an easy place to see it.  I recorded it with my new Roland digital 
recording gear with amplifier from Wildsounds. It responded from a very close position about 4 meters away. 
Jeff got himself into a position where he could see it down in a hole in the vegetation with his naked eye. 
Everybody who wanted to see it had to get into his exact position which required much fumbling around. 
Unfortunately, there was a fire ant nest exactly where we had to stand. I placed my hands right down in the 
nest and had ants all over my arm. Fighting the biting ants, while seeing the bird proved to be a challenge, but 
I managed to see it though my binoculars. The others did the same, but the ants were too much for Kaj so he 
had to give up. 

We continued uphill with the bus for a long time. After a while I, Jeff and Richard insisted upon leaving the 
bus and started to walk down. At the end on the bus journey beyond the gap the rest of the group found a 
flowering tree with lots of Slender-tailed Woodstars. Jeff, Richard and I saw a female further down. Of other 
interest was a yellow and black toad (Claunos sneideri) which appeared in a moist place.

On the way down we made a few stops before dark. At a vantage point Toco Toucans flew by along a river 
bed. If other birdwatchers want to visit  this park it might be worthwhile to consider to get up early in the 
morning and drive up to the top at 1500 meters and use all day to walk down to the bottom. The bus could 
then return and pick you up in the afternoon. In that way less time is spent driving in the critical time of day. 
Better yet, spend 2 or 3 days in this spectacular park! 

Looking for the White-throated Antpitta in Calilegua. 
Below: Demonstrations against the Biofuel expansion. 
Facing Page: Migrating fish,  
Epiphyte on a telephone wire
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November 13 Calilegua to J.V. Gonzalez
While we were ready to move on, Hans found a tick in my ear which Jeff pulled out with his great skill 
from working in his research laboratory. From Calilegua, we drove towards the town J.V. Gonzalez which is 
according to bird itineraries the place to observe the avifauna in the Chaco habitat. It was a long drive day 
with a few stops. En route we encountered a road blockade which delayed our trip for 2½ hours. We were the 
first car to be held back as the blockade started exactly as we arrived to the scene. 

As in many places in central South America, small-hold farmers are bought out cheaply by big agri-business 
corporations with a promise of a job in their enterprises. Obviously, large scale efficient farming practices 
using capital intensive machinery do not need many workers to operate. Consequently, unemployment 
increases when big firms invest and expand. The environmental costs of large scale cultivation for soy and 
sugarcane used for biofuels and feed stock are huge. Already, one third of the unique and endemic Chaco 
habitat has gone and the rate of clearing has increased many fold during the last 5 years due to demand from 
Asia and especially China. The situation has become much worse after the so called “Ecofriendly” biofuel 
market started to grow as politicians in the US and EU started to panic about climate change. I think the 
folks like Al Gore who want us to panic about the climate should be aware that the “biofuel solution” is 
much worse than the disease! The people who demonstrated against this development have my sympathy, but 
it was also inconvenient to our plans. They had apparently made an arrangement with the local police that they 
were allowed to block the road for a few hours. Some folks with local connections were allowed to pass and 
others tried to bribe their way out. I felt the best thing to do was to drive a 5 hour detour to get around the 
blockade, but I was proved wrong, as the gate opened about midday. We arrived late in the afternoon to the 
typical rural town of J.V. Gonzalez. Nils-Erik, Kaj and I were as usual put into a triple room. We could hardly 
get around as the room was far too small to have 3 beds. SALTA: Joaquin V. Gonzalez, Colonial Hotel. GPS 
25°06’58”S,64°07’22”W 389 m; 

November 14  Gonzales Chaco Birding  
In the morning we rose early to watch night birds east of town in a Chaco patch. This endeavor revealed a Lesser 
Nightjar which flew so close that it touched my leg. It was a busy road so Guillermo decided to move on. We 
drove in the critical morning hours for 45 minutes to a site where we could bird in a hedge along two large fields. 
A lot of land has been lost to agriculture, so the fragmented habitat is less productive for many of the rare birds 
such a Tinamous and Black-legged Seriemas. We missed about 30 Chaco birds as we did not have enough time, 
lost critical time in the morning to driving and did not get to the big scrub.  As Guillermo was busy organizing 
his next trip on his cellar phone, we did not see much of him. However, we found a few good birds such as 
Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper, Crested Hornero, Sooty Tyrannulet and Crescent-chest. The latter has a different 
song here and could well be a new species.

Guillermo left us for Cordoba by bus, as he had to pick up a cactus group arriving the next day. This had been 
agreed upon as we moved the trip forward a few days to allow Jeff to attend his meeting in Tucuman. In the 
afternoon we continued south towards Rosario de la Frontera. There was a golf course around the hotel with a 
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11 rules in birding learned from this trip:
1) Always panic

2) Never assume you will see the bird again

3) Never assume the others in the group have seen the bird you found

4) Never eat in the hotel, find your restaurant in town

5) Do not get too much cash from a teller machine in Argentina. The notes cannot be used as they are too worn.

6) The drive is always longer that your local operator says

7) Always confirm the identification of a bird made by others

8) If the bird is far away give up!

9) If you are more than 100 meters away from a lifer which is found by others, you will miss it

10) If you look for an Antpitta make sure you do not stand on an ant’s nests.

11) Never try to identify a bird from a moving vehicle, Insist on a stop!

few common birds. The best natural history attraction was a dammed lake on the other side of the road. For the 
first time we had a relaxing time to watch the birds. Bare-faced Ibis and Glossy Ibises had large roosting colonies 
in the trees near the reeds. Red-gartered and red-fronted coots were swimming alongside a pair of Lake Ducks 
and White-tufted Grebes. About 4 Snail Kites were patrolling the lakeside while herons including Whistling 
and Rufescent Tiger-Heron came and flew from their colonies. Thunderheads arose to the south as a cold front 
approached but stalled. It was great to photograph the birds flying towards the red clouds to the west. 

November 15 Rosario de la Frontera – Cordoba 
We had a few moments in the early morning before our long journey to Cordoba. Some new birds were around 
such as Checkered Woodpecker a claw back bird for Jeff. Blue and Yellow Tanagers were sitting in the trees 
along the walkway.  On the way back we did not see much as the weather deteriorated with both strong winds 
and rain as we passed the front zone. We arrived in Cordoba around 7 pm to stay in a 4-5 star hotel near a 
shopping center. We had dinner and said our farewells in the restaurant. Thanks for great company and the 
endeavour. The next day we left for the airport about 10 am. For some of us a new adventure commenced in 
Chile. Kaj and Nils-Erik had a long slog ahead of them with LAN and IBERIA.  Richard left later to catch his 
Air Canada flight to Toronto. 

Conclusion
Cactus Expeditions is just starting up as a birdwatching tour company. Until recently, Guillermo primarily 
arranged general natural history and cactus tours, which he still does. He has a huge knowledge in his field 
and he likes to share this with others. It is great to do combined trips and to learn from this. However, with 
respect to birding, some things need to be improved. The bird guide, Javier, is a fine person with very broad 
natural history knowledge, but he still needs to work on improving his skills in bird identification.

There were a few things which could be improved ranging from the  lunch packs, handing of rooming and 
logistics in the critical morning hours. Guillermo did not give me a chance to make a proper evaluation of the 
trip.

Additionally, I had some disagreements with Guillermo on the financial arrangements, and his operation was 
not what I expected for the money paid for the trip.
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Species Seen by the group No of days Total number

Greater Rhea Rhea americana                                  3 36

Lesser Rhea  Rhea pennata                                    1 1

Ornate Tinamou     Nothoprocta ornata                              2 2

Brushland Tinamou   Nothoprocta cinerascens                         3 8

Tataupa Tinamou Crypturellus tataups 2 3H

Red-winged Tinamou Rhynchotus r. pallescene 1 1

Andean Tinamou  Nothoprocta pentlandii                          3 3

Darwin’s Nothura   Nothura darwinii                                1 1

Spotted Nothura     Nothura maculosa                                1 3

Puna Tinamou Tinamotis pentlandii 2 2 

White-tufted Grebe  Rollandia rolland  chiliensis                              5 11

Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps antarcticus                          6 30

Great Grebe  Podiceps m. major                                  1 3

Silvery Grebe  Podiceps occipitalis                            1 40

Neotropic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax brasilianus                       14 500

Whistling Heron   Syrigma sibilatrix                              7 14

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi                                     3 3

Great Egret    Ardea alba                                      8 28

Snowy Egret    Egretta thula                                   7 15

Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis                                   11 3200

Striated Heron  Butorides striatus                              2 13

Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  hoastii                          6 10

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum  marmoratum                           1 1

Wood Stork      Mycteria americana                              4 9

Maguari Stork   Ciconia maguari                                 1 1

Whispering Ibis   Phimosus infuscatus                             2 19

White-faced Ibis    Plegadis chihi                                  3 1500

Puna Ibis  Plegadis ridgwayi                               2 3

Buff-necked Ibis    Theristicus caudatus  hyperorius                           5 7

Roseate Spoonbill   Ajaia ajaja                                     1 1

Chilean Flamingo  Phoenicopterus chilensis                        1 450

Andean Flamingo   Phoenicopterus andinus                          1 7

Puna Flamingo   Phoenicopterus jamesi                           1 80

Black Vulture   Coragyps atratus                                13 260

Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus 2 30

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura                                  14 142

Andean Condor   Vultur gryphus                                  7 47

King Vulture    Sarcorhamphus papa                              2 4

Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus                         1 2

Swallow-tailed Kite   Elanoides forficatus  yetape                         2 25

White-tailed Kite  Elanus leucurus                                 4 4

Snail Kite  Rhostrhamus sociabilis                          2 9

Plumbeous Kite    Ictinia plumbea                                 2 4

Cinereous Harrier    Circus cinereus                                 1 1

Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk (Sharp-shinned)  Accipiter rufiventris                          1 1

Bicolored Hawk      Accipter b. chilensis                              1 1

Savanna Hawk   Buteogallus meridionalis                        1 1
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Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle  Geranoaetus melanoleucus                        4 15

Crowned Eagle   Harpyhaliaetus coronatus                        1 1

Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris                              13 37

Grey Hawk  Buteo nitidus 1 1

White-rumped Hawk  Buteo leucorrhous                               1 1

Swainson’s Hawk  Buteo swainsoni                                 1 1

Grey Hawk  Buteo nitidus 1 1 

Red-backed Hawk (variable)     Buteo polyosoma                                 2 5

Puna Hawk   Buteo poecilochrous                             2 9

Mountain Caracara  Phalcoboenus megalopterus                       3 8

Crested (Southern) Caracara   Caracara plancus                                14 210

Chimango Caracara   Milvago chimango                                14 60

American Kestrel   Falco sparverius                                11 35

Aplomado Falcon    Falco femoralis                                 6 11

Bat Falcon Falco Rufigularis 1 1

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                                3 3

White-faced Whistling-Duck   Dendrocygna viduata                             1 200

Fulvous Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna bicolor                         2 1816

Coscoroba Swan  Coscoroba coscoroba                             2 8

Andean Goose    Chloephaga melanoptera                          2 22

Comb Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos                          2 321

Brazilian Teal  Amazonetta braziliensis  ipecutiri                        4 8

Crested Duck Anas specularioides  alticola                           1 20

Yellow-billed Pintail  Anas georgica  spinicauda                                 5 48

Puna Teal    Anas puna                                       1 10

Silver Teal  Anas versicolor                                 1 18

Sharp-winged Teal  Anas oxyptera flavirostris 4 +100

Cinnamon Teal   Anas cyanoptera                                 3 18

Red Shoveler  Anas platalea                                   2 3

Torrent Duck Merganetta a. armata 2 9

Rosy-billed Pochard   Netta peposaca                                  2 8

Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea                               1 3

Lake Duck    Oxyura vittata                                  1 2

Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata 1 1 Serra San Barbera

Dusky-legged Guan   Penelope obscura                                2 2

Chaco Chachalaca  Ortalis canicollis                              5 50

Plumbeous Rail  Pardirallus sanguinolentus                      2 3

Grey-necked Wood_Rail Aramides cajenea 3 5

Rufous-sided Crake  Laterallus melanophaius                         1 2

Common (South American Moorhen) Gallinula chloropus galeata                          4 14

Red-gartered Coot  Fulica armillata                                1 5

White-winged Coot   Fulica leucoptera                               7 1243

Red-fronted Coot   Fulica rufifrons                                1 1

Slate-colored Coot   Fulica ardesiaca                                2 200

Giant Coot  Fulica gigantea                                 1 6

Limpkin Aramus guarauna 1 1

Red-legged Seriema   Cariama cristata                                3 3 (2H)

Black-legged Seriema  Chunga burmeisteri                              1 2H
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Wattled Jacana   Jacana jacana                                   2 2

Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis                              14 155

Andean Lapwing   Vanellus resplendens                            3 15

Puna Plover   Charadrius alticola                             1 10

Collared Plover   Charadrius collaris                             1 3

Lesser Yellowlegs    Tringa flavipes                                 1 1

Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca                              3 4

Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria                                1 2

White-rumped Sandpiper   Calidris fuscicollis                            1 1

Baird’s Sandpiper   Calidris bairdii                                1 60

South Am. White-backed Himantopus h. mexicanus                            3 1200 Andes

Andean Avocet  Recurvirostra andina                            1 5

Wilson’s Phalarope  Steganopus tricolor                             1 300

Gray-breasted Seedsnipe  Thinocorus orbignyianus                         2 3

Andean Gull Larus serranus                                  3 14

Rock Pigeon   Columba livia                                   15 a

Picazuro Pigeon Columba picazuro                                13 220

Spot-winged Pigeon   Columba maculosa                                9 216

Pale-vented Pigeon  Columba cayennensis                             3 17

Band-tailed Pigeon  Columba fasciata                                1 2

Eared Dove   Zenaida auriculata                              14 6386

Bare-faced Ground-Dove  Metriopelia ceciliae  zimmeri                           1 2

Black-winged Ground-Dove   Metriopelia melanoptera                         1 8

Golden-spotted Ground-Dove  Metriopelia aymara                              2 11

Picui Ground-Dove   Columbina picui                                 9 86

white-throated Quail-Dove   Geotrygon l. margaritae                           1 H Jeff

White-tipped Dove   Leptoptila verreauxi                            2 2

White-faced Dove   Leptoptila megalura                             1 3

Yellow-collared Macaw  Ara auricollis                                  1 6

Blue-crowned Parakeet   Aratinga acuticauda                             5 100

Mitred Parakeet   Aratinga mitrata                                2 145

White-eyed Parakeet    Aratinga leucophthalmus                         1 50

Burrowing Parakeet    Cyanoliseus patagonus                           1 80

Green-cheeked Parakeet    Pyrrhura molinae  sordida                               1 30

Monk Parakeet    Myiopsitta monachus                             6 300

Gray-hooded Parakeet    Bolborhynchus aymara                            1 8

Mountain Parakeet   Bolborhynchus aurifrons rubirostris                        1 5

Scaly-headed Parrot   Pionus maximiliani                              3 13

Tucuman (Alder) Parrot   Amazona tucumana                                4 125

Blue-fronted Parrot  Amazona aestiva                                 3 8

Dark-billed Cuckoo  Coccyzus melacoryphus                           2 2

Squirrel Cuckoo   Piaya cayana                                    3 6

Smooth-billed Ani   Crotophaga ani                                  5 7

Greater Ani Crotophaga smajor                        1 1

Guira Cuckoo   Guira guira                                     13 100

Striped Cuckoo    Tapera naevia                                   5 7

Great Horned Owl    Bubo megellanicus virginianus                                1 1 on eggs

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl    Glaucidium brasilianum                          1 3
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Burrowing Owl    Athene c. cunicularia                              9 17

Common Potoo    Nyctibius griseus                               2 2

Little Nightjar   Caprimulgus parvulus                            1 8

White-collared Swift    Streptoprocne zonaris                           5 272

Gray-rumped (Sick’s) Swift    Chaetura cinereiventris                         1 20

Roothschild’s Swift Cypseloides rotschildidi 1 3 (Cafayate, Richard)

Andean Swift   Aeronautes andecolus                            5 19

Planalto Hermit  Phaethornis pretrei                             1 1

Sparkling Violet-ear   Colibri coruscans                               2 5

Glittering-bellied Emerald  Chlorostilbon a. aureoventris                      6 28

Glittering-bellied Emerald  Chlorostilbon a. berlepschi 1 2 (8 nov)

Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcata                              2 11

Gilded Hummingbird   Hylocharis chrysura                             1 1

White-bellied Hummingbird       Amazilia chionogaster                           7 13

Speckled Hummingbird  Adelomyia melanogenys                           4 5

White-sided Hillstar    Oreotrochilus leucopleurus                      2 2

Giant Hummingbird    Patagona gigas                                  2 2

Blue-capped Puffleg  Eriocnemis glaucopoides                         1 1

Red-tailed Comet  Sappho sparganura                               8 20

Slender-tailed Woodstar  Microstilbon burmeisteri                        1 10

Blue-tufted Starthroat Heliomaster furcifer 3 4 (Cordoba)

Blue-crowned Trogon   Trogon curucui                                  2 4

Ringed Kingfisher   Megaceryle torquata                             3 3

Amazon Kingfisher    Chloroceryle amazona                            3 5

Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana                          2 3

Spot-backed Puffbird   Nystalus maculatus  striatipectus                             4 5

Toco Toucan  Ramphastos toco                                 3 3

White-barred Piculet  Picumnus cirratus                               5 12

Andean Flicker  Colaptes rupicola                               3 4

Field (Campo9 Flicker   Colaptes campestris                             4 11

Green-barred Woodpecker   Colaptes melanochloros  nigroviridis                         3 4

Golden-olive Woodpecker     Piculus rubiginosus                             1 4

White-fronted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cactorum                             5 10

Dot-fronted Woodpecker  Veniliornis frontalis                           4 6

Checkered Woodpecker   Picoides mixtus                                 2 4

Cream-backed Woodpecker   Campephilus leucopogon                          2 4

Olivaceous Woodcreeper   Sittasomus griseicapillus                       2 4

Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper  Drymornis bridgesii                             1 3

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper lepidocolaptes s. angustirostris 3 11

Rufous-banded Miner  Geositta rufipennis  ottowi                           1 4

Puna Miner   Geositta punensis                               3 35

Slender-billed Miner Geositta c. cunicularia 1 1

Buff-breasted Earthcreeper   Upucerthia validirostris                        2 3

Straight-billed Earthcreeper   Upucerthia ruficauda                            2 3

Chaco Earthcreeper  Upucerthia certhioides                          1 1

Olrog’s Cinclodes@   Cinclodes olrogi                                1 5

Bar-winged Cinclodes    Cinclodes fuscus                                3 5

Cordoba Cinclodes@    Cinclodes comechingonus                         1 3
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White-winged Cinclodes   Cinclodes atacamensis                           6 22

Rufous Hornero    Furnarius rufus                                 13 114

Crested Hornero     Furnarius cristatus                             3 4

Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail    Leptasthenura aegithaloides  berlepschi                    3 5

Tufted Tit-Spinetail    Leptasthenura platensis                         1 2

Azara’s  (Buff-browed ) Spinetail   Synallaxis azarae  superciliosa                             1 2

Sooty-fronted Spinetail  Synallaxis frontalis                            4 6

Pale-breasted Spinetail   Synallaxis albescens                            3 3

Yellow-chinned Spinetail    Certhiaxis cinnamomea  russeolus                         2 4

Ochre-cheeked Spinetail    Synallaxis scutata   whitii                           1 2

Stripe-crowned Spinetail   Cranioleuca pyrrhophia                          8 20

Creamy-breasted Canastero  Asthenes dorbignyi                              1 2

Short-billed Canastero Asthenes baeri                                  3 4

Steinbach’s Canastero@   Asthenes steinbachi                             1 2

Cordilleran Canastero Asthenes modesta                                1 2

Cordoba Canastero   Asthenes sclateri                              2 3

Little Thornbird   Phacellodomus sibilatrix                        2 4

Rufous-fronted (Plain) Thornbird    Phacellodomus rufifrons                         2 8

Streak-fronted Thornbird    Phacellodomus striaticeps                       1 10

Lark-like Brushrunner   Coryphistera alaudina                           4 23

Brown Cacholote  Pseudoseisura lophotes                          3 8

Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner   Syndactyla rufosuperciliata                     7 13

Streaked Xenops    Xenops rutilans                                 1 1

Giant Antshrike     Batara cinerea                                  1 4

Variable Antshrike   Thamnophilus caerulescens  dinelli   3 5

Great Antshrike  Taraba major 2 4 Gonzalez

Variable Antshrike   Thamnophilus c. caerulescens                       4 13

Rufous-capped Antshrike   Thamnophilus ruficapillus                       1 2 nest building

White-throated Antpitta   Grallaria albigula                              1 4

Crested Gallito  Rhinocrypta lanceolata                          2 3

Sandy Gallito@    Teledromas fusca                                1 4

Olive-crowned Crescent-chest   Melanopareia maximiliani  pallida                      1 1  (14 Nov)

Olive-crowned Crescent-chest   Melanopareia maximiliani  argentina 1 2  (3 Nov)

Sclater’s Tyrannulet   Phyllomyias sclateri                            4 10

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet   Camptostoma obsoletum                            3 4

Southern Scrub-Flycatcher    Sublegatus modestus   brevirostris                          4 4

Chaco Suiriri     Suiriri suiriri                                 3 5

Yellow-bellied Elaenia      Elaenia flavogaster                             4 16

Large Elaenia     Elaenia spectabilis                             1 5

White-crested Elaenia     Elaenia albiceps                                5 7

Small-billed Elaenia   Elaenia parvirostris                            4 54

Slaty Elaenia    Elaenia strepera                                1 1

Grey Elaenia Mysiopagis caniceps 2 2 Sierra Santa Babera

White-throated Tyrannulet   Mecocerculus leucophrys                         4 11

Buff-banded Tyrannulet    Mecocerculus hellmayri                          1 1

Sooty Tyrannulet      Serpophaga nigricans                            3 3

White-bellied Tyrannulet  Serpophaga munda                                1 2

White-crested Tyrannulet    Serpophaga subcristata                          5 29
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Plain Tyrannulet     Inezia inornata                                 1 3

Greater Wagtail-Tyrant    Stigmatura budytoides                           2 5

Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant    Anairetes flavirostris                          2 2

Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant        Euscarthmus meloryphus                          1 3

Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet      Phylloscartes ventralis                         3 7

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant     Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer                  5 15

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher   Todirostrum plumbeiceps                         2 14

Bran-colored Flycatcher     Myiophobus fasciatus  flammiceps                           2 10 (2 & 8 Nov)

Bran-colored Flycatcher     Myiophobus fasciatus  auriceps 2 6 (13-14 Nov9

Cinnamon Flycatcher      Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea                          1 3

Smoke-colored Pewee     Contopus fumigatus                              2 6

Tropical Pewee    Contopus cinereus                               4 5

Euler’s Flycatcher    Lathrotriccus euleri                            1 3

Black Phoebe    Sayornis nigricans                              7 15

Vermilion Flycatcher   Pyrocephalus rubinus                            3 5

D’Orbigny’s Chat-Tyrant    Ochthoeca oenanthoides                          3 3

White-browed Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca leucophrys                            2 9

White Monjita   Xolmis irupero                                  6 20

Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant    Agriornis montana                               3 4

Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant     Muscisaxicola rufivertex  pallidiceps                       1 1

Cinereous Ground-Tyrant   Muscisaxicola cinerea                           1 1

Andean Negrito  Lessonia oreas                                  1 8

Cinereous Tyrant    Knipolegus striaticeps                          2 3

Andean Tyrant   Knipolegus signatus                             1 1

White-winged Black-Tyrant  Knipolegus aterrimus                            5 30

Spectacled Tyrant   Hymenops perspicillatus                         4 25

Black-backed Water-Tyrant     Fluvicola albiventer                            1 4

Yellow-browed Tyrant   Satrapa icterophrys                             2 2

Cliff Flycatcher  Hirundinea ferruginea                           1 3

Cattle Tyrant   Machetornis rixosus                             7 15

Rufous Casiornis   Casiornis rufa                                  2 2

Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer                          6 12

Swainson’s Flycatcher    Myiarchus swainsoni                             6 19

Brown-Crested Flycatcher   Myiarchus tyrannulus                            2 2

Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus                            14 144

Streaked Flycatcher   Myiodynastes maculatus  solitarius                         7 25

Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius                             1 1

Variegated Flycatcher  Empidonomus varius                              6 11

Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher     Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus            6 111

Tropical Kingbird   Tyrannus melancholicus                          14 50

Fork-tailed Flycatcher     Tyrannus savana                                 12 44

Green-backed Becard     Pachyramphus viridis                            1 1

Crested Becard   Pachyramphus validus                            1 2

White-tipped Plantcutter      Phytotoma rutila   angustirostris                             5 10

White-tipped Plantcutter      Phytotoma rutila  rutila 1 1 (13 Nov)

White-rumped Swallow   Tachycineta leucorrhoa                          5 71

Brown-chested Martin   Progne tapera                                   8 100

Southern Martin  Progne modesta                                  10 100
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Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca                        10 170

Tawny-headed Swallow  Stelgidopteryx fucata                           3 15

Southern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx ruficollis                       5 22

Andean Swallow  Stelgidopteryx andecola                         3 4

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica                                 4 18

Short-billed Pipit   Anthus furcatus                                 1 2

Hellmayr’s Pipit       Anthus hellmayri                                1 1

Yellowish Pipit       Anthus lutescens                                1 1

Correndera Pipit   Anthus correndera                               1 2

Paramo Pipit  Anthus bogotensis                               1 2

Rufous-throated Dipper   Cinclus schulzi                                 1 2

Grass (Sedge) Wren      Cistothorus platensis                           1 3

House Wren   Troglodytes aedon 13 150 

Mountain Wren     Troglodytes solstitialis                        4 11

Chalk-browed Mockingbird      Mimus saturninus  modulator                              5 11

Patagonian Mockingbird    Mimus patagonicus                               1 1

White-banded Mockingbird   Mimus triurus                                   2 7

Brown-backed Mockingbird    Mimus dorsalis                                  2 10

Swainson’s Thrush    Catharus ustulatus                              2 8

Chiguanco Thrush  Turdus chiguanco                                15 160

Glossy-black Thrush   Turdus serranus                                 1 1

Andean Slaty-Thrush    Turdus nigriceps                                2 17

Rufous-bellied Thrush   Turdus rufiventris                              10 70

Creamy-bellied Thrush  Turdus amaurochalinus                           9 67

Masked Gnatcatcher  Polioptila dumicola                             7 25

Rufous-collared Sparrow   Zonotrichia capensis                            15 c

Grassland Sparrow    Ammodramus humeralis                            1 4 (3 Nov)

Stripe-capped Sparrow     Aimophila strigiceps                            2 2 (23Nov)

Black-hooded Sierra-Finch Phrygilus atriceps                              3 14

Gray-hooded Sierra-Finch     Phrygilus gayi                                  2 4

Mourning Sierra-Finch     Phrygilus fruticeti                             4 50

Plumbeous Sierra-Finch       Phrygilus unicolor                              2 4

Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus plebejus                              3 73

Band-tailed Sierra-Finch     Phrygilus alaudinus                             2 7 (9-10 Nov)

Common Diuca-Finch     Diuca diuca                                     1 15 (10 Nov)

Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch  Poospiza hypochondria  affinis                         1 3 (5 nov)

Rusty-browed Warbling-Finch   Poospiza erythrophrys                           5 11

Black-and-rufous Warbling-Finch Poospiza nigrorufa                              2 2 (2-3 Nov )

Tucuman Mountain-Finch@      Poospiza baeri                                  1 1 (5 Nov)

Ringed Warbling-Finch  Poospiza torquata   pectoralis                            2 20

Black-capped Warbling-Finch    Poospiza melanoleuca                            9 85

Stripe-tailed Yellow-Finch Sicalis citrina                                 1 1 (6 Nov)

Puna Yellow-Finch   Sicalis lutea                                   1 1 (9 Nov)

Bright-rumped Yellow-Finch    Sicalis uropygialis                             2 7 (8-9 Nov)

Citron-headed Yellow-Finch@     Sicalis luteocephala                            1 24 (10 Nov)

Greenish Yellow-Finch      Sicalis olivascens                              1 4 (10 Nov)

Saffron Finch   Sicalis flaveola  pelzelni                              10 135

Grassland Yellow-Finch     Sicalis luteola                                 2 16 (3 Nov)
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Great Pampa-Finch     Embernagra platensis   platensis 2 2 (3 Nov)

Great Pampa-Finch     Embernagra platensis  olivascens                       5 13

Blue-black Grassquit     Volatinia jacarina                              1 1

Lined Seedeater     Sporophila lineola                              2 2

Double-collared Seedeater   Sporophila caerulescens                         2 3

Band-tailed Seedeater    Catamenia analis                                1 1

Plain-colored Seedeater   Catamenia inornata                              2 5

Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris                            6 30

Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch   Atlapetes fulviceps                             3 3

Yellow-striped Brush-Finch    Atlapetes citrinellus                           1 7

Stripe-headed Brush-Finch     Buarremon t  borelli                       2 2

Many-colored Chaco-Finch    Saltatricula multicolor                         4 20

Red-crested Finch     Coryphospingus cucullatus                       6 110

Red-crested Cardinal     Paroaria coronata                               4 6

Grayish Saltator    Saltator coerulescens                           4 6

Golden-billed Saltator     Saltator aurantiirostris nasica 2 2 (8 Nov)

Golden-billed Saltator     Saltator aurantiirostris  parkesi                      12 40

Rufous-bellied Saltator    Saltator rufiventris                            1 1

Black-backed Grosbeak Pheucticus a. aureoventis 6 10

Ultramarine Grosbeak      Cyanocompsa brissonii                           8 25

Common Bush-Tanager        Chlorospingus ophthalmicus                      4 60

Orange-headed Tanager  Thlypopsis sordida                              3 6

Rust-and-yellow Tanager  Thlypopsis ruficeps                             1 1

Guira Tanager   Hemithraupis guira                              1 1

Hepatic Tanager  Piranga hepatica  flava                              5 10

Sayaca Tanager    Thraupis sayaca                                 11 300

Blue-and-yellow Tanager    Thraupis bonariensis                            13 72

Fawn-breasted Tanager   Pipraeidea melanonota                           6 16

Purple-throated Euphonia     Euphonia chlorotica                             3 12

Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia cyanocephala                           1 3

Rusty Flower-piercer    Diglossa sittoides                              1 1 (6 Nov)

Tropical Parula   Parula pitiayumi                                9 73

Masked (Ssouthern ) Yellowthroat   Geothlypis aequinoctialis  velata                     3 5

Brown-capped Redstart   Myioborus brunniceps                            7 46

Two-banded Warbler Basileuterus bivittatus   argentinae                      2 14

Pale-legged Warbler Basileuterus signatus  flavovirens                         1 25

Golden-crowned Warbler   Basileuterus culicivorus azarae                        1 1

Chestnut-vented Conebill    Conirostrum speciosum                           3 5

Rufous-browed (cchre-) Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis  ochrocephala                          2 4

Rufous-browed (chaco) Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis viridis 1 5

Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo  Vireo olivaceus  chivi                           13 90

Crested Oropendola    Psarocolius decumanus                           4 18

Golden-winged Cacique   Cacicus chrysopterus                            3 4

Unicolored Blackbird    Agelaius cyanopus                               1 2 (13 Nov)

Chestnut-capped Blackbird   Agelaius ruficapillus                           3 7

White-browed Blackbird   Leistes superciliaris                           2 2

Long-tailed Meadowlark     Sturnella loyca                                 4 7

Bay-winged Cowbird    Molothrus badius                                4 30
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Screaming Cowbird      Molothrus rufoaxillaris                         14 c

Shiny Cowbird     Molothrus bonariensis                           14 c

Hooded Siskin      Carduelis magellanica                           4 35

Yellow-rumped Siskin   Carduelis uropygialis                           2 34

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus                               15 c

Plush-crested Jay  Cyanocorax chrysops                             7 53

Starling 1 2

Mammels & Reptiles Days Total Number

Vicuña Vicugna vicugna 2 208 (9 & 10 Nov)

Rodent Tenomis sp 1 1  (Caliligua NP)

Southern Mountain Cavy Microcavia australis 1 1 (3 Nov)

Grey Fox Pseudolopex griseus 1 1 (4 Nov)

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1 1 (7 Nov)

Hare Lepus europaeus 2 2 (5 Nov)

Patagonian Mara Dolichotis patagonum 1 1 (9 Nov)

Snake Leptotiphlos sp ??? 1 1 (4 Nov)

Bufo paragnemis  (claunos sneideri) 1 5 (11 Nov)

Lizzard Pristidactyus achatensis ??? 1 2  (3 Nov)

Lizzard Liolaemus sp 1 20 (6 Nov)

Lizzard Prototectus pectinatus ??? 1 1 (3 Nov) Dead
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