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ITINEARY

October 15: Full day seabirding from Lima with Gunner Engblom , Night Hotel Senorial, Lima, Hans & 
Inger meltofte arrive with KLM in the evening.

October 16:  Everyone arrives in Cusco. Full day birding Huacarpay lakes, Huancarani and the Manu 
road to Pillahuata. Night at camp.

October 17: Full day birding the Pillahuata camp area – lower elevation elfin forest/upper elevation 
cloud forest habitat. Night at camp.

October 18: Full day birding Pillahuata area, alder woodlands (2400 – 2200 mts), Rocotal (2010 mts). 
Arrive at Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge (CORL).

October 19: Full Day at CORL and the mirador above the lodge (1650 – 1300 mts)

October 20: Morning birding Rocotal (2010 mts). Afternoon birding the road above CORL.

October 21: Birding the Manu road between 1200 
mts elevation and Quita Calzones (1000 mts). Brief 
stop near Patria and Pilcopata. Journey to Hacienda 
Amazonia Lodge (HAL – 500 mts).

October 22: Full day birding the trails through the 
secondary forest (jeep track and small cocha) and 
lower floodplain forest around HAL (500 mts).

October 23: Full day birding the trails through the 
secondary forest (jeep track and small cocha) and 
lower floodplain forest around HAL (500 mts).

October 24: Full day birding the primary foothill 
forest habitat (and canopy platform) along the ridge 
trail above HAL (705 – 600 mts)

October 25: Birding our way along the jeep track 
to the dock at HAL. Boat trip from HAL to Manu 
Wildlife Centre (MWC 270 mts) along first the Rio 
Alto Madre de Dios. Brief stop for fuel at Boca Manu village before continuing the boat journey along 
the Rio Madre de Dios to MWC. Afternoon birding the middle/upper floodplain and terra-firme sandy-
clay forest habitats at MWC.

October 26: Morning at the Macaw Clay Lick (Ccollpa). Birding the secondary growth and lower 
floodplain forest willow bars. Afternoon birding the Old Floodplain forest of the Grid system at MWC.

October 27:  Morning birding the canopy platform tower at MWC. Afternoon birding the lower 
floodplain Guadua bamboo habitat along the Rio Madre de Dios

October 28: Morning birding the middle floodplain/seasonally flooded swamp mosaic forest and 
oxbow lake at Cocha Camungo.Afternoon birding the terra firme sandy clay forest, nd terra firme clay/
seasonally-flooded swamp forest mosaic of Manain and Ccollpa trails at MWC to the Tapir Clay lick. 
Night at the Tapir Clay lick.

October 29: Morning getting soaked returning from a triumphant Tapir and cat night at the Tapir 
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Clay Lick!!! Returning to bird the same trails once the rain had stopped! Afternoon birding from the 
canopy platform tower and quebrada below the tower.

October 30: Birding the Guadua bamboo habitat at Cocha Nueva. Afternoon birding the trail and 
oxbow lake at Cocha Blanco.

October 31: Journey upriver from MWC to Boca Manu airstrip aong the Rio Madre de Dios. Flight 
to Cusco. Night birding at the Cross Keys pub!

November 1: Train ride to Aguas Calientes, continue to Machu Picchu, night in Hotel Incas in 
Aguas Calientes 

November 2: Birding  near Aguas Calientes uphill about 3 road bends towards the ruins and later 
along the railway lines. Group return from Machu Picchu to Ollantaytambo. Bird gardens around the 
hotel. Night in Ollantaytambo.

November 3:  Early start at Abra Malaga. Birding Polylepis woodland and valley out to the main 
road. Return to Cusco.

November 4: Afternoon flight to Lima, vist in the Gold Museum

Location Coordinates

Huacarpay Lakes (3100 mts)  S 13 36 732 W 071 44 155 
Huancarani (3680 mts) 
Parcatambo Quebrada () 
Pillahuata Camp: S 13 10 478 W 071 35 478 (2800mts) 
Pillahuata Tunnels and Alder Woodlands: S 13 09 725 W 071 35 670 (2600-2200 mts) 
Rocotal : S 13 06 081 W 071 34 145 (2010 mts) 
Cock of the Rock Lodge Area: S 13 03 863 W 071 32 377 (1500 - 1300 m.) 
Quita Calzones: S 13 01 550 W 071 29 979 ( 1000 mts) 
Hacienda Amazonia Lodge : S 12 52 232 W 071 22 527 9 (500 mts) 
Manu Wildlife Center  S 12 21 327 W 070 42 384 (270 mts)  
Machu Picchu + Aguas Calientes + railway Ollantaytambo 
Abra Malaga Polylepis woodland and road below valley (4220 – 3670 mts)

Our truck on Manu road

Manu Expeditions with

2 drivers 



Saturday, October 14

Tau and Niels arrived on time to our Hotel Senorial in Miraflores in Lima late in the evening. Ebbe & 
Birthe La Cour stayed in Lima from 12 October. Jeff Skevington arrived 2 hours later from Canada. 

Sunday, October 15

We have through Manu Expeditions booked a seabirding day trip by boat. 

This trip was organized by Kolibri Expeditions. 

Gunnar Engblom came to our hotel in this truck to pick 
up. The boat left the harbor about 6 am. All food 
was provided and the life jackets were stored 
‘safely’ in the bottom cabin below deck. It 
was a slow moving vessel so it took about 
3½ hours to reach the outer continental 
shelf. Huge flocks of cormorants, Peruvian 
Pelicans, several species of gulls and 
boobies passed the boat on our way out 
along the offshore islands. Although what we 
saw of seabirds was a relict of the former glory, 
it was still impressive.

We were very fortunate to encounter about 60 Peruvian 
Diving Petrels, 6 species of storm petrels including Markham’s 
and Hornsby’s Storm Petrels. Dusky dolphins did on several occasions 
perform their spinning display above the waves. As we reached the open 
waters of the eastern Pacific Ocean we felt a rolling effect from the boat. Several folks of Lima origin 
who also signed up for the trip felt seasick, while Jeff almost felt into the sea as he tried to get back 
to the cabin from the stern. 

On the way back we passed an island with huge sealion colonies.Here we had an opportunity to 
watch large flocks of gulls and Inca Terns coming to the feast of scum thrown overboard by the 
captain. 

After a successful seabirding trip we returned to our hotel just before Hans and Inger Meltofte arrived 
from the airport. 

Monday, October 16

We had to rise early to catch our flight 6 am. to Cusco. We had to go very early as we planned to 
go directly to Pillahuata camp at 2800 meters at the entrance to the Manu NP. We stopped near 
Huacarpay lakes where we saw our first endemic, the Bearded Mountaineer. Then we continued to 
Huancarani, the spot of the Chestnut-breasted Mountain-Finch a great bird to nail down. We stopped 
further ahead to look for dotterels on a stony highland plateau. As the clouds started to gather we 
had to abandon our quest and continue downhill towards our camp. We got a glimpse of a Sword-
billed Hummingbird in a patch of cloud forest. After a quick dinner in the dining tent we quickly 
settled into our sleeping bags while the rain pored down outside.

Tuesday, October 17
We rose before sunrise accompanied by the calls of an Andean Snipe to seek Swallow-tailed Nightjars 
but only a female appeared. It was a clear morning and only deep down in the valley we could see 
clouds. The Shining Sunbeams were feeding and thrushes singing. After breakfast we walked down 
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towards the tunnel area where we spotted and 
photographed two Grey-breasted Mountain 
Toucans feeding in a mossy tree and just 
shortly after I was able to photograph a Barred 
Fruiteater. Later we located a Golden-headed 
Quetzal flying up near the waterfall next to the 
tunnel. The road nearby was covered by glorious 
butterflies in all kind of colors. With patience 
we watched a Marcapata Spinetail coming to 
her nest. Very late in the afternoon we returned 
back down the hill to watch a Rufous-white 
Antpitta in a bamboo thicket next to a field 
station. Only some of us were able to get a 
view as it crossed a small opening. At dinner we 
enjoyed a nice meal with red wine brought to us 
from Manu Expeditions. 

Wednesday, October 18

Some of us rose early to watch nightbirds before 
breakfast, but without much success. We left 
camp after breakfast and drove down to a small 
settlement at 2400 meters to bird in some alder 
woodlands. Obviously, the highlight that day 
was a pair of Black-and-chestnut Eagle soaring 
on the other side of the river. We could watch 
a pair settle into a tree to guard their nest. We 
really had some great scope views. The weather 
was clear but later overcast. Of other birds worth 
mentioning were a great flock of White-collared 
Jays, Variegated Bristle Tyrant, Inca Flycatcher and 
for Jeff & Huw several Handsome Flycatchers. The butterfly display was awesome and very distractive 
to the birding activity. A huge purple-violet butterfly flew across and landed at the roadside. We had 
some great tanager flocks too. 

We arrived to the Cock of the Rock Lodge in the afternoon. It started to rain but more like on and 
off drizzle. Several groups occupied our pre-booked chalets so we slept in the rooms next to the 
restaurant. We did not have much time to settle into the lodge as the hummingbird display stole our 

attention right away. The flowering plants in 
the garden of the genus Verbena had square 
stems and long slender spikes of purple flowers. 
This particular species Stachytarpheta, is a 
native to Costa Rica and was transplanted 
here by Ramiro, who is a son and birder to the 
owners the Cock of the Rock Lodge. 

The flowers attracts an array of short-billed 
hummingbirds such as Wire-tailed Thorntails – a 
rare canopy species, White-bellied Woodstar, 
Booted Racket-tails and Wedge-billed 
Hummingbirds. The thorntails were persistently 
feeding and often displaying. The male was 
aggressive and on several occasions attacked 
a more subdued Many-spotted Hummingbird. 
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Our Camp at Pillahuata in �800 meters Altitude

Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan



Green Hermits and Violet-fronted Brilliants 
preferred the feeder and only rarely arrived in 
some of the larger flowers. Even butterflies and 
skippers were actively feeding. A Blue-necked 
Tanager was nesting in front of the lodge and 
was frequently disturbed by a pair of Stripe-
chested Antwrens. A Tayra came to the feeding 
table once to have a go at the bananas.

After 2 nights of camping it was nice to have a 
shower. Unfortunately for Hans he replaced his 
shampoo with Ingers body lotion in the dark. 
As the water in the shower was cold he had 
to wash his hair 5 times during a period of ½ 
hour to clean it from body lotion. In the late 

afternoon we climbed the hill in the truck to try out for a Lyre-tailed Nightjar. The rain and mist was 
too much for it, so we had to be content with a view of a group of Night Monkeys. 

Thursday, October 19

The rain continued all night, but it stopped in the morning. We went to the Cock of The Rock lek. It 
was dark, but soon after our arrival some noise was heard. A few birds arrived low down. A bit later 
a few males landed in front of us. As the light improved it was possible to photograph a few birds 
sitting in the front of us. The males displayed again and again, but no females arrived. A bit later a 
group arrived to watch the display. A husband to a woman asked “Do you see them?”, whereupon 
she answered: “Yes, it’s just those orange birds!” A statement which indicates a clear understanding 
of the natural world! After a few hours and a nice breakfast we started to ascend to watch birds. 
Some of the highlights were a Crested Quetzal, two Grey-mantled Wrens and an Inca Flycatcher in a 
close-up photogenic view. The highlight was a Yellow-rumped Antwren which showed off its yellow 
rump at eyelevel in a mossy cloud forest tree full of tanagers. Back on the lodge we were able to 
enjoy two Brown Capuchin Monkeys in the bamboo and a shy Tayra approaching the feeding table. 
Some of us watched a Torrent Duck in the stream and Birthe spotted a Little Ground Tyrant. 

A walk along the trails produced a young antpitta, which most likely was a White-throated, but to 
the contrary, the Chestnut-breasted Wren proved too elusive. Down at the river Jeff spotted the rare 
Green-fronted Lancebill feeding in flowers along the riverbed, a lifer for everyone. 

After a rest and enjoyment of the hummingbirds 
in the garden we returned uphill in the late 
evening to try for the Lyre-tailed Nightjar. After 
a short while it flew around us displaying its 
nice tail. 

Friday, October 20

We went up to Mirador at 2100 meters to 
watch some higher altitude birds. Here we 
located a group of Blue-banded Toucanets and 
a cooperative Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher. On 
the bridge near the Cloud Forest Lodge we got 
great views of a Sunbitten walking along the 
river. In a gully we quickly found the shy Andean 
Solitaire and a Buff-thighed Puffleg.
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Back at the lodge Jeff and I had a chance to 
watch two displaying and a female Yungas 
Manakin. The female jumped into the show 
and one of the males copulated with her. 
The weather cleared and the sun came out. 
The butterfly display was magnificent and a 
Versicolored Barbet came into the garden. 
After lunch and a midday rest we continued 
uphill to watch birds. We had a large flock of 
tanagers which produced some goodies such as 
Slaty and Yellow-throated Tanagers. In the late 
evening the clouds gathered and the heavens 
opened up again for a new deluge. So we had 
no chance to attract the Rufescent Screech Owl 
in the garden. 

Saturday, October 21

With regret we departed from this fantastic place. Our first stop was down the road from the Cock 
of the Rock Lodge to look for an undescribed tanager, which is similar in jizz to the Blue-capped and 
Blue & Gold Tanagers. The weather was overcast with drizzle not conducive for birding. However, we 
got on to a few nice ones like the Amazonian Umbrellabird and a male Black Antbird. 

Further down we stopped for a while to look for the rare and local Peruvian Pied-tail. It was first seen 
hovering in the canopy. It did not return for 45 minutes so the girls almost lost their patience before 
a male appeared in some blue flowers next to the roadside. As the time passed by we decided to 
have lunch among the butterflies. They were different as we were at 900 meters elevation. Later we 
continued downhill towards the bottom of the foothills in the valley and town Quita Calzones.

Suddenly a group of police officers stopped us. They told us that a van full of tourists was robbed 
from all their belongings by armed bandits one hour before we got to this place. If we had not waited 
one hour for our target species at our lunch stop, we would have been in the front of the other van. 
That would have been the end of our trip! We met a young girl in town without her passport and 
money looking for help. The police officer told the driver that it has been the first robbery on this 
stretch of the road since 1996. In the afternoon the rain set in again with a torrential downpour. We 
off-loaded our stuff from the truck and transfered it to a large canoo, which took us across the river 
from where we should walk to our next lodge. The truck returned to Cusco with some of our warm 
clothes which we did not need in the steamy lowlands.

We arrived to Hacienda Amazonian Lodge on 
the other side of Alto Madre Dios in the late 
afternoon. Due to the rain we had to walk a 
longer route barefoot or in rubber boots to the 
lodge as the shortcut pathway were blocked by 
high water levels in a small stream. 

Sunday-Thursday, October 22-24

Hacienda Amazonia Lodge 

The next morning was the start of a glorious 
day. The sky was clear and the garden was full 
of birds. Although it was a warm and sunny day, 
it was necessary to wear boots as most of the 
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A butterfly near the Cock of the Rock Lodge



garden and the trails were inundated from 
the previous huge rainfall. Additionally it is 
easy to get bitten from chiggers which occur 
in the lawns. Consequently, rubber boots 
offer better protection against the nasty 
biting mites. Some had bought boots in 
town, though there was a room full of boots 
available at the lodge. 

The hummingbirds were actively feeding 
in the same purple-like flowers of this 
Stachytarpheta, a native to Costa Rica, 
which grows in the front of the Cock of 
the Rock Lodge. The Wire-crested Thorntail 
and Woodstar were replaced with a pair 

of Rufous-crested Coquette and a female Black-bellied Thorntail. Black-eared Fairy, Crowned 
Woodnymph and Golden-tailed Sapphire came regularly to the same flowers. The rufous-colored 
Koepcke’s Hermit proved to be more elusive, as it was feeding two times on the ground epiphytes in 
the garden. A Gould’s Jewelfront came to the feeder 3 times during our stay.  

Chestnut-fronted Macaws, caciques, Speckled Chachalaca and Crimson-masked Tanagers were 
residing in the garden. The jeep trail and the adjacent trails along the oxbow lake were good for birds 
such as a nice male of Dot-winged Antbird, Fairy-capped Manakins, Band-tailed Manakins, a pair of 
Blue-headed Parrot perched in a tree near the lake, and a young Collared Forest Falcon were found 
in a Cecropia tree nearby. It took us a while to find a Rusty-belted Tapaculo in the undergrowth, and 
some antbirds would not respond to tape playback. Others were seen briefly in a feeding flock.
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Along the river in the late afternoon Jeff had his 
day with an Ipod playback experiment with an 
Amazonian Antpitta. Tau and I tried to wait for 
the bird but then missed a group of Razor-billed 
Curassows further up the trail. However, I made it 
a “crawl-back” species the day after. Unfortunately 
Tau stayed back in the lodge when we saw them 
again. 

The Fine-barred Piculet was a bogey bird for Jeff, 
but he got it just as we had to leave. We later 
found out it nested in a palm tree in the garden. 
During our days at Amazonia Lodge we were 
amazed by the butterfly display in the garden. A 

Plum-throated Cotinga also added to the blue color display at the hacienda.

On the final day we did a climb up in the virgin foothill forest above the lodge at 700 meters. Here 
Jeff had a solitary enjoyment of a displaying group Band-tailed Manakins. A large flock of birds 
produced some good ones like Yellow-crested Tanager, Rufous-tailed Antwren, Spectacled Bristle-
Tyrants and a displaying group of Round-tailed 
Manakins higher up in a tree. 

In the afternoon Jeff, I and Huw went up to 
the canopy tower which was placed at 750 
meters altitude in the middle of the foothill 
forest. From here we could enjoy a nice view 
across the river. Before the sweat bees pushed 
us down to the forest floor we saw a few 
new tanagers and dacnis feeding in the trees. 
A Striolated Puffbird called persistently but 
would not come in.

During the evenings we tried for owls and 
nightbirds but our success was limited to 
a Common Potoo, a few massive beetles, 
morphs in all sizes, and a toad in the garden.. The weather stayed fine during our stay here. We all 
of us enjoyed good meals, great stories from Huw, Hans and Ebbe while some of us had Pisco sour 
drinks as sundowners. Hans celebrated his 60 year birthday with wine to our meals. A bug landed in 
his soup and Jeff exclaimed: “It is a stink bug!”

Wednesday, October 25

Good bye to the Red-crested Coquette before 
walking back to the river. The boats were ready to 
bring us to Manu Wildlife Centre a 7 hour boat 
ride down Alto Madre Dios. We could see Rio 
Manu joining the river just before our refueling 
stop in Boca Manu. At this point the river changed 
its name to Madre Dios. Here we had a chance 
to visit a sleepy frontier town. A mission was 
in a process of carving out a Baptist structure. 
Huw had a discussion with the folks about the 
American missionaries’ influence on the local 
culture and why they want to adopt Christian 
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values. An election campaign was under way and some candidates 
want to bring work and development to the state. Made Dios is one 
of the last havens for wildlife on this planet as 95% is virgin forest. 

We continued down river towards the lodge. The sky was full of 
macaws and parrots flying across. Along the Alto Madre Dios we 
recorded 10 Faciated Tiger-Herons. While on the Madre Dios these 
were replaced with Capped Herons. Big trees had ‘stranded’ in 
the river and blocked up lots of other trees forming whole islands 
indicating that the river is a very dynamic environment. We did not 
see big mammals except for a Tayra, as the water level was too high. 
In the dry season there is a 30% probability to see Jaguar.

We arrived at the lodge about 14:30. I found a group of Orange-
cheeked Parrots feeding in a flower and in a vine tangle a pair of 
Amazonian Antwrens was busy feeding on tiny bamboo like sticks. 
We had a briefing by the local staff before we could be installed in 
the cabins. Barry Walker and Gary Rosenberg led a Wings Tour at the 
same time. I joined him on a Wings Tour to Arizona in 1995, but he 

could not remember me, though we had been together for a week!

Huw brought us along the trails into the terra firma forest. It was a very successful evening. First 
we saw 3 Pale-winged Trumpeters on the trail, just before a group of tourists chased them away. 
Fortunately a mother fought with her teenager son whether he should wear rubber boots, and 
consequently, this delay gave us enough time to watch the trumpeters. Later we found some very 
approachable Ringed Woodpeckers, White-crested Spadebill and some of us saw Curl-crested Aracari. 
Later a Dusky-throated Antshrike responded well to tape playback. 

Thursday, October 26

Today was the macaw clay lick day. The morning was overcast but without rain. Each activity at Manu 
Wildlife Centre has to be reserved well beforehand as groups pass through every week. About 35 
people can stay in the lodge at the same time, and there is another lodge nearby. The small river 

below clay lick in the river bank has been cut off from the main river 
and the vegetation is starting to overgrow the site. The hides have to 
be elevated all the time, and in the future the site will not be useful. 
Two years ago we could have watched the macaws closer from a 
platform in the river. Mealy, Blue-headed, Tui and Orange Cheeked 
Parrots arrived to the trees but only a few came down to feed on the 
clay. Later the Macaws arrived and they came down in big numbers 
to utilize the minerals in the clay, possibly to neutralize for the poison 
they accumulate from eating fruits in the rainforest. 

After a 3½ hour observation we slowly continued back to the boats. 
A Dark-breasted Spinetail came into view after a while near the 
hide. We heard a Rufous-fronted Antthrush which is a rare endemic 
floodplain specialist. It would not come out so Jeff and I tried to 
crawl into the vegetation to see it. After an hour among ants, mites 
and other biting plants and insects we had to give up. However, 
we had to be content with an Amazonian Pygmy Owl calling in the 
clearing. The ladies who were waiting in the boat for an hour were 
not too happy that we did not come earlier. 

We conducted our afternoon birding in the middle upper floodplain 
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and terra fima sandy-clay forest habitats near 
the lodge. It was quiet but a sunny afternoon. 
We had a flock containing one rare species, the 
Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper and the common 
Elegant Woodcreeper. We tried to see Dwaf 
Tyrant-Manakin which was calling persistently. We 
used ½ hour trying to see this tiny bird. I call this 
little thing a “shitbird”, because it is so small, dull, 
boring and also so hard to see. It has a habit of 
calling from an obscured place in the mid-story 
canopy where it sits and rest for a long time.

Friday, October 27
We went to the canopy tower during a dull and 
cloudy morning. The activity around the tower 
platform was slow but after 4 hours of observation 
we recorded a Striolated Puffbird, great views of a 
perched Golden-shouldered Grosbeak and a 
group of Rose-headed Parakeets below. A calling 
Red-shouldered Antwren refused to come in. It 
was great to watch the macaws flying by and the 
toucans calling from the tree tops.

Later in the day we went to a lower floodplain 
Guadua bamboo habitat along Rio Madre de Dios.

Here we had difficulty to find some of the target 
birds, but we got Goeldi’s Antbird, Manu Antbird, 
Rufous-breasted Piculet and Large-tailed Flatbill. 
On the way back we could see some big clouds 
gather to the south. It was a beautiful evening. 
Tau, Jeff and I had a sundowner on the boat 
ramp. A Bat Hawk caught a huge morpho in 
the air and landed on a limb above us. It started to 
peel it apart so one of the wings of the morph fell 
off. It landed just in front of us, so Jeff was 
able to collect it to his insect kit. After dinner we 
went to bed, but before Jeff got back, a huge 
thunderstorm arrived. All night the rain and 
lighting persisted severely. Consequently sleep was 
nearly impossible. The rain first stopped in the 
morning.

Saturday, October 28

Today we had an excursion to an oxbow lake on 
the other side of the river Cocha Camungo. First 
we did some birding in terra firma forest on the 
way to the lake. Here, we nailed down a pair of 
Plumbeous Antbirds, a large antbird living near 
the water edge. Not soon after we heard a hard 
grumbling noise indicating antswarm activity. It 
proved to be a pair of Hairy-crested Antbirds on 
territory, and they did not follow an antswarm. The 
male came into a full circle around our playback 
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with his grey crest and brown mottled back. This was a 
real delightful sighting of a bird missed by so many. As 
Ebbe said: “We have the technology”.

The “shitbird” started to call, and Jeff was the only one 
with enough patience to have a look.  

We embarked on the canoe boat with 2 local folks 
doing the paddling. The highlight on the canoe trip 
was the locally distributed and scarce Purus Jacamar, 
but here around this secluded oxbow lake we saw 
20 of those large rufous jacamars hawking around to 
catch insects. A Green Ibis was standing on a tree log 
ready to be photographed. After the boat adventure 
we went to a 40 meter tall canopy tower at the end 
of the lake. He we got great views across the forest. 
A pair of Black-tailed Trogons was nesting next to the 
tower. We also saw a Slate-colored Hawk and a few 
Swallow-tailed and Plumbeous Kites from the platform. 

In the afternoon we packed up to venture out for a 
night stay at the Tapir Lick along the Manakin and 
Collpa trails. En route, we had an encounter of a male 
Blue-headed Manakin deep in the forest, a greenish 
version in this part of the world. Additionally we saw a 
Rufous-tailed Flatbill and Lemon-throated Barbet plus 
several species of woodcreepers.  

We arrived to the salt lick late in the afternoon and 
had to be quiet. The folks on the previous night had 
missed the Tapirs as they were too noisy. Not long after 
arriving Birthe spotted the first Tapir behind us. I had 
forgotten my short telephoto lenses, so I had to crawl 
very quietly and slowly back to get it. The Tapir stayed 
for ½ hour. Later two more arrived. Jeff did not sleep 
much, so he saw 13 all up. Ebbe did not think more 
would come, so he went to sleep. As he often said 
on the trip “Also animals do need to sleep”. In the 
night we tried for nightbirds, but although we heard 
Silky-tailed Nightjar, Oscillated Poorwill, Spectacled 
Owl, Crested Owl, Black-banded Owl, Tawny-bellied 
Screech Owl and Amazonian Pygmy-Owl, none of 
them came into view. We glimpsed a cat on the trail 
in the distance. It turned out to be an Ocelot based on 
its tracks. This part of the trail was inundated so it was 
important not to stumble in the dark with cameras etc. 

Sunday, October 29

We woke up to a very dark morning and the heavens 
started to open shortly after. We returned for breakfast 
in the lodge. The rain stopped about 10 am, so Jeff 
and I were able to return to the lick 3,5 km away in 
order to watch the parrots to feed on the salt. We 
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A view over Cocha Camungo from canopy 

Canoo trip on Cocha Camungo

Macaws on the lick
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just got there just in time to see the Black-capped 
and Rose-faced Parakeets feeding. A group of Brown 
Capuchin arrived in the palms to feed. Later we 
returned to the canopy tower to meet with the group. 
On the way we found a Needle-billed Hermit feeding in 
a heliconia flower. Jeff caught a large beetle on a tree. 
Further down in the terra firma forest we were lucky to 
locate a pair of White-throated Antbirds. I first saw a 
female while Jeff saw a male. We were a bit confused 
before we both realized that we were looking at two 
different birds at the same time. They responded well 
to the Ipod playback. As we stayed on the platform 
on the canopy tower, the weather cleared and the sun 
came out just as the sun was to set. A Lemon-breasted 
Barbet landed 3 meters from us and started to feed in 
the berries. It was a gorgeous view of the bird, but no 
photo as the camera was so wet from the rain that the 
dew on the lens would not clear. 

Monday, October 30

Our last full day at the MWC was spent birding 
another bamboo patch near Cocha Nueva. We did 
not see much as one key trail was overgrown. The 
Rufus-headed Woodpecker and White-cheeked Tody-
Tyrant did not show up. We had to be content with 
a Flammulated Bamboo-Tyrant, a brown elusive bird 
confined to bamboo and a better view of two Rufous-
breasted Piculets. I dropped a hat on the trail. On the 
way back looking for the hat two Undulated Tinamous 
appeared in front of us. On the other hand our great 
spotter Birthe saw the large nice fat but ultra rare 
endemic Half-collared Puffbird on the grid trail behind 
the lodge. This would have been a much better bet 
from what we got in the bamboo. Her husband Ebbe 
saw a Chestnut-crowned Puffbird close up just behind 
his cabin. 

In the afternoon we went to another oxbow lake; 
Cocha Blanco. Here we could enjoy the sightings 
of giant otters swimming under a branch where a 
Black-collared Hawk was sitting. A female Ladder-
tailed Nightjar was also watching the otters. In order 
to get closer for photo I asked the boat to approach 
the action, and we slowly approached it until all 3 
highlights decided to leave the scene at once. As Hans 
said “During my long experience in birding I have 
observed that people are not satisfied until they have 
scares the birds away!” We also got great views of 
Horned Screamers. Peculiar that those birds did not 
occur at the other oxbow lake with the Purus Jacamars. 

On the way back we were lucky to stumble across a 
group of Pale-winged Trumpeters and a huge troop of 

Tropteer

Tapir in the lick
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Squirrel Monkeys. We enjoyed the sunset with large 
flocks of Sand-colored Nighthawks flying around 
above the large Amazonian tributary. 

Tuesday, October 31

We had a quick stroll along the bamboo trail outside 
the lodge. We got on to an Amazonian Oropendula, 
Red-crowned Foliage-Gleaner and Jeff saw a troop of 
Dusky Titi Monkeys. Just before we had to leave the 
premises, we refound the Chestnut-capped Puffbird at 
the same place as Ebbe saw it the previous day. Huw 
played the tape and Jeff spotted the Puffbird higher 
up in the tree. 

It took us 3 hours to reach the airstrip at Boca Manu. 
A tame trumpeter came after us and butterflies flew 
around. The plane arrived about 1 hour late. The 
captain came out and said “Welcome, please enter!” 
Jeff said: “I’m glad he speaks English so at least we 
know had been trained overseas.” Obviously, he did 
not have much confidence in a Peruvian air school. 
No wonder to be a bit nervous! Flying a tiny airplane 
from 200 meters altitude across the Andes with 
some peaks rising up to 6000 meters in all kind of 
thundery weather would be a demanding task for an 
inexperienced pilot. 

It was great to observe the huge rainforest and the meandering rivers below us before we approached 
the forested foothills. As the plane climbed, the green mountains disappeared under a heavy cloud 
cover below us. Just an hour later some brown land appeared. We were now flying across the high 
Andes – all denuded hills from 1000 years of Indian agriculture! Huw explained to us that the remains 
of Polylepis forest had almost completely disappeared during the last 30 years and consequently only 
tiny patches now exist. We approached Cuzco which has grown much larger in the last 25 years since 
I visited the place last time.

We settled in the Hotel Los Andes with high altitude headaches. In the evening we went into town to 
shop. Later we had a reunion with Barry in his famous pub ‘The Cross Keys’. Just on the other side of 
the doorway, we enjoyed a buffet dinner with touristy Inca dancing. The food was good, but some of 
us later had a bit of stomach trouble. We later figured out that buffet meals are not a safe way to stay 
healthy in Peru. Smoke from garbage burning in the yard adjacent to the hotel was so bad that Jeff 
and I had to move to another room. I must admit 
we really missed Amazonia much that night. 

Wednesday, November 1

Barry had booked us in the front carriage on the 
Machu Pichu train, so we could watch the rail 
route right in front of us. It was a nice morning, 
but the smog from the garbage burning hung 
over Cusco. Waste was dropped everywhere 
along the railway line as we climbed zigzag 
uphill. We entered the plateau of farmland. 
The train stopped in the Sacred Valley and 

Our flight back to Cusco from Boca Manu
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near the Inca trail. The vegetation changed 
from farm to cactus bushland and further to 
upper subtropical rainforest as the train slowly 
descended downhill. The town Aguas Calientes 
has grown from 4 houses 25 years ago to a 
large tourist enterprise. Buses called Ecologico 
emitted diesel fumes along the road up to the 
ruins, as one passed every 3 minutes. Large lines 
of folks were waiting to get through the toll 
gate in front of the ruins. A large not so nice 
looking colossus called Machu Picchu Lodge 
was full of people. It was certainly a different 
experience than I enjoyed 25 years ago. Apart 

from the tourist facilities, the area looked pristine 
and the forest was full of approachable birds. 
Along the staircase trail above the ruins Jeff and I 
found a few responsive Inca Wrens and one pair 
was shown to the group at the ruins shortly after.

We had a buffet lunch in the Macchu Picchu 
Lodge. I could remember 25 years ago I got sick 
from a buffet meal served here. Consequently, 
I warned everybody not to eat anything exotic 
from the buffet. Apart from cheese, a bit of dry ham on bread I left the rest behind. On the other 
hand Hans thought he would try more and in the middle of the night he had a very bad hit of 
stomach trouble with diarrhea for more 12 hours. Jeff also had a milder version a day later. I think it 
is amazing that this touristy place has not learned anything about hygiene in 25 years! After lunch 
some of us returned into the ruins in order to climb the gate. Above the ruins I saw a flock of blue 
birds such as Beryl-spangled Tanager, Capped Cornebill and Masked Flowerpiercer together with a 
Highland Elaenia. All birds were photographed well. Jeff spotted a group of brush-finches below the 
hotel. The weather was fine with bright sunny spells.

Thursday, November 2

We rose early except Inger and Hans to do a 
short trip along the road uphill towards the 
ruins. We wanted to see the Masked Fruiteater 
and Black-streaked Puffbird. We found a tree 
with fruits but no target birds appeared. We got 
good views of an Andian Agouti and Oscillated 
Piculets. On the way back Jeff and I spotted a 
White-throated Quail-Dove. It started to rain, 
but it later turned into light drizzle. We had 
an excellent lunch and a dinner in a restaurant 
decorated with visit cards from 1000s of tourists 
on the walls. 

After lunch a few of us walked along the 
railway line. The highlights during our stay 
here were Miltred Parakeet, Slater’s, Plumbous-

Inca Wren
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crowned and Ashy-headed Tyrannulet close 
up to photography, Highland Motmot, 
Torrent Duck, White-crowned Dipper, Green 
& white Hummingbird, White-tipped Swift, 
Brown-capped Vireo, Pale-legged Warbler, 
Highland Hepatic Tanager, Chestnut-capped 
Brush-Finch and a few others we have not 
seen before on the trip.

About 3 pm we went by train two stops 
to the Sacred Valley where Huw was 
waiting for us on the station in the town of 
Ollantaytambo. 

We stayed in a cozy lodge by the name 
Pakaritampu near the station with Giant 
hummingbirds, White-bellied Hummingbirds 

and Trainbearers (hummingbird) in the garden. We enjoyed a nice drink in the bar.

Friday, November 3

Our last birding day. The road to the Abra Malaga was under the process of being paved. 
Consequently the pass was closed due to road work. However we were able to reach a point at 4250 
meters just before the pass. We enjoyed breakfast outside in the cold as we could see the clouds 
gather in the foggy morning. After breakfast we climbed a few hundred meters up to a ridge at 4400 
meters. From here we could slowly descend down to the Polylepis patch below. They have become 
tiny and it was clear the grazing of cattle kept the 
vegetation from spreading with new growth. Huw 
told us that BirdLife International and others are 
working with the locals to help regenerate this 
habitat in this region. In return for this the NGOs 
provide the locals with services such as schools and 
healthcare.

We had a clean sweep in the Polylepis as all the 
special birds possible were nailed down such as 
Blue-mantled Thornbill, White-browed and Tawny 
Tit-Spintails, Giant Conebill, Line-fronted Canastero 
and a nice Royal Cinclodes which flew right into a 
shrub in front of us. A Stripe-headed Antpitta came 
out and the skulking Puna Tapaculo responded well 
to tape. 

The Ash-breasted Tit-Tyrant appeared. Further down the hill we got on to Taczanowski’s Ground 
Tyrant a split from Muscisaxicola alpine. The weather turned bad after 10 am and we all got soaked as 
we descended along a parallel valley to the road. When we reached an altitude of 3500 meters, the 
valley bifurcated into the main valley, and here the truck was waiting for us. Our last bird seen on the 
trip for most of us was two White-tufted Sunbeams hovering in a bush at the roadside in light rain. 
Suddenly they took of and flew high up in the air and disappeared into the mist. This was a nice final 
of a great birding trip. Even though it was early afternoon we decided to return back. The weather 
cleared a bit but was misty at places. We were soaked and cold and Hans, who managed to join us 
for this adventure despite of being sick, was pretty tired. 

We left Ollantaytambo with difficulty as a truck with a long trailer had broken down on a bend of 

Lined Canastero

Abra Malaga pass in 4100 meters altitude
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the only exit road from this town. It took about two hours to remove the truck. In the meantime, the 
locals gathered to watch the scene. The traffic line behind it was about 2 km long. We had the final 
night in Hotel Los Andes and fortunately they did not burn garbage in the yard that night. 

Saturday, 4 November

We left Cusco at noon and went to a day room in Hotel Manhattan in Lima. We did not stay there 
long as we were picked up to do the Gold Museum before our KLM departure for Europe. Jeff was 
scheduled to leave later so he preferred to do a private birding excursion to Los Pantanos de Villa in 
southwest Lima instead. Jeff managed to add 13 lifers on this excursion, bringing his lifer count for 
the trip to 402. The highlight was a flock of 12 Peruvian Thick-knees, a species seen by Ebbe and 
Birthe before the group trip started.

We had a great trip with great company and a lot of fun. Huw was excellent. He not only is a world 
class bird guide, he is also a great person with a good sense of humour, organization talent and a lot 
of knowledge about many other things than birds. It has been a great privilege to visit this wilderness 
area. – Certainly one of the best trips I have ever made!

Thank you very much for your good company: Birthe, Ebbe, Hans, Huw, Inger, Jeff and Tau!



THE BIRDLIST

* = Heard Only
RR = Restricted-range species 
Conservation Status follows Birdlife International (2004)
Taxonomy follows South American Check-list (2006)

Gray Tinamou*Tinamus tao
Great Tinamou *Tinamus major
Hooded Tinamou*Nothocercus nigrocapillus
Cinereous Tinamou*Crypturellus cinereus
Little Tinamou*Crypturellus soui
Brown Tinamou*Crypturellus obsoletus
Undulated TinamouCrypturellus undulatus
Seen along the trails in both bamboo habitats at antthrush trail and 
Cocha Nueva 
Black-capped TinamouCrypturellus atrocapillus
One seen briefly along the jeep track at HAL
Variegated Tinamou Crypturellus variegatus
One seen by Jeff at MWC
Andean Tinamou Nothoprocta pentlandi
Seen along the road above Parcatambo
White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland
Seen at Huacarpay Lakes.
Humboldt Penguin Spheniscus humboldti
2 seen Lima boat trip
Waved Albatross Phoebastria
14 seen Lima boat trip
Cape PetrelDaption capense
8 seen Lima boat trip 
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria westandica
12 seen Lima boat trip
Pink-footed Shearwater Puffinus creatopus
75 seen Lima boat trip
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus
300 seen Lima boat trip
Wilson´s Storm-petrel Oceanites gracilis
100 seen Lima boat trip
White-ventede Storm-petrel Oceanites gracilis
150 seen Lima boat trip
Black-bellied Storm-petrel Fregetta tropica
1 seen Lima boat trip
Wedge-rumped Storm-petrel Oceanodroma tethys
15 seen Lima boat trip
Markham´s Storm-petrel Oceanodroma markhami
20 seen Lima boat trip
Ringed Storm-petrel Oceanodroma melania
29 seen Lima boat trip
Peruvian Diving-petrel Pelecanoides garnotii
60 seen Lima boat trip
Peruvian Pelican Pelecanus thagus
60 seen Lima boat trip
Peruvian Booby Sula variegata
500 seen Lima boat trip
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Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus
+30 seen Lima boat trip, Small numbers seen along the Rio’s Alto and 
Madre de Dios and both Cocha Camungo and Cocha Blanco in the 
Amazonian lowlands 
Guanay Cormorant Phalacrocorax bougainvilii
40 seen Lima boat trip
Red-legged Cormorant Phalacrocorax gaimaroi
20 seen Lima boat trip
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga
One female seen flying high over Cocha Camungo and another seen at 
Cocha Blanco
Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus
Wow! Abundant along the rivers in the Amazonian lowlands. Never seen 
so many before during a single trip!
Cocoi (White-necked) Heron Ardea cocoi
Commonly seen at HAL and along the river at MWC. Formerly known 
as “White-necked Heron,” but this name is also used for the Old World 
species Ardea pacifica.
Great Egret Ardea albus
Common
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
A few here and there at Huacarpay and Boca Manu
Snowy Egret Egretta thula
Common
Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum
An immature was seen along the Kosniapata river beow CORL. At 
least en adults were seen along the Rio Alto Madre de Dios, 1 Aguas 
Calientes
Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum
Great views of an adult bird at the small ocha at HAL
Puna Ibis Plegadis ridgwayi
Common at Huacarpay and at Huancarani 
Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis
Three seen at Cocha Camungo oxbow lake
Roseate Spoonbill Ajaia ajaja
Six birds seen foraging aong the Rio Alto Madre de Dios  
Horned Screamer Anhima cornuta
Great views along the Rio Madre de Dios and then at Cocha Blanco. A 
“most-wanted” species for many in the goup!! 
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
Nice views as a pair posed for everyone in front of the Macaw cay lick!
Torrent Duck Merganetta armata turneri
Great views of a male and female at CORL along the Kosniapata river, 
+10 Aguas Calientes
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica
A pair seen at Huacarpay lakes
Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris
Common at Huacarpay Lakes and a small group seen at Abra Malaga
Puna Teal Anas puna
Common at Huacarpay Lakes
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera
Eight birds seen at Huacarpay Lakes
Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea
Two seen at Huacarpay Lakes Horned Screemer
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Jabiru  Jabiru mycteria
Gangbuster views of one individual along the Rio Madre de Dios and we 
saw two oaring near the canopy platform at MWC
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
2 seen Lima boat trip, common in Amazonia
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus
King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa
Several encounters at both HAL and MWC
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Always a winner to see these guys aong the rivers!
Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus
Three birds seen in total, along the main rvers and at Cocha Blanco
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Nice! Seen near HAL and at MWC
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus
One seen at HAL
Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea
Common throughout our time at HAL and MWC                           
Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens
One seen at the Macaw Clay ick
Slate-coloured Hawk  Leucopternis schistacea.
One seen perched high the the subcanopy at MWC singing away quite 
happily to itself!
Great Black-Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga
One immature bird seen perched along the Rio Madre de Dios
Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis
Gangbuster views of an adult prched low over the water at Cocha Blanco
Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris
Common
Variable Hawk Buteo polyosoma
1 enroute to Aguas Calientes, 1 Machu Picchu
White-rumped Hawk Buteo leucorrhous
Poor views of an adult bird soaring over the second tunnel at Pillahuata 
Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle Spizastur melanoleucus
Good spot by Tao at Amazonia Lodge
Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus
Two seen soaring at MWC
Black-and-Chestnut Eagle Oroaetus isidori
One of the highlights of the trip! We found a nest below Pillahuata. After 
hearing one adult call briefly, one of the parents came soaring up into 
view opposite the alder woodlands and landed nicely on the nest for 
amazing scope views! 
Black Caracara Daptrius ater
Two individuals seen along the Rio Madre de Dios
Red-throated Caracara  Ibycter americanus
Several great sightings of this noisy bird at HAL and MWC
Mountain Caracara  Phalcoboenus megalopterus
Common at Abra Malaga
Laughing Falcon* Herpetotheres cachinnans
American Kestrel Falco sparverius
At Huacarpay lakes
Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis
Common along both main rivers between HAL and MWC
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Barred Forest-Falcon*   Micrastur ruficollis
Collard Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus
Great views of an immature perched along the small cocha at HAL
Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis
1 enroute to Aguas Calientes, 1 Machu Picchu, One seen around 
Ollantaytambo during the road-block!
Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata
Common in the lowlands.
Andean Guan Penelope montagnii
One seen by Jeff near the Pillahuata camp site
Spix’s Guan * Penelope jacquacu
Blue-throated Piping-Guan Pipile cumanensis
Seen at Amazonia Lodge and along the Rio Madre de ios. The SACC 
says: “As noted by Ridgely & Greenfield (2001), evidence for species 
rank for the four species of Pipile is weak, and various authors have used 
just about every possible permutation of species limits. Many authors (e.g., 
Hilty & Brown 1986, Hilty 2003) continue to treat them as a single species, 
Pipile pipile (“Common Piping-Guan”), whereas others (e.g., Hellmayr 
& Conover 1942, Meyer de Schauensee 1966, Sibley & Monroe 1990, 
del Hoyo 1994) consider all four major groups as separate species, the 
treatment followed here. 
Razor-billed Curassow Mitu tuberosa
Fantastic views on consecutive days at HAL! Two on the first afternnon, 
and then five seen in the same spot the very next afternoon at almost 
the same time! Some authors merge Mitu into Crax. Most authors, 
however, continue to maintain them as separate genera, and genetic 
data are consistent with this treatment.
Rufous-breasted Wood-Quail*Odontophorus speciosus
They liked Jeff a lot but not enough to come into view!
Starred Wood-Quail Odontophorus stellatus
Heard only at MWC
Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin
Great stuff!
Limpkin  Aramus guarauna
Two seen at Cocha Blanco. Always sang at dusk at HAL.
Pale-winged Trumpeter Psophia leucoptera
What a start to our visit to MWC! Not five minutes into our first 
afternoon birding at the lodge and KAA-POW!!! We almost walk into a 
group of three birds right on the trail! And what about the group of four 
along the trail to Cocha Blanco? Great reactions from everyone when the 
birds began “trumpeting” aggressively in response to playback! 
Rufous-sided Crake* Laterallus melanophaius
Uniform Crake  Amaurolimnas concolor
Heard by everyone else in the group except Birthe who had a great 
sighting of two birds foraging along a quebrada at HAL!
Grey-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea
Seen daily at HAL
Blackish Rail* Pardirallus nigricans
Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus
One seen at Huacarpay Lakes
American Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
One seen at HAL
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Common at Huacarpay. 
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Andean Coot Fulica ardesiaca.
Common at Huacarpay lakes
Sungrebe Heliornis fulica
Two birds seen on each lowland oxbow lake. Another most-wanted for 
the group! 
Sunbittern Eurypyga helias meridionalis
Gangbuster stuff as we saw one bird foraging along the road above 
CORL. It then flushed up onto the bridge and continued foraging along 
the Kosniapata river. Ebbe had waited 15 years for this one!!
Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana
Common on both oxbow lakes
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
Fifteen were seen below the village of Patria. Probably conspecific 
with Himantopus melanurus. The SACC says “Himantopus mexicanus 
was formerly considered a subspecies of Old World H. himantopus 
(“Common Stilt”). Some authors have treated southern South American 
melanurus as a separate species. The six taxa in the genus Himantopus 
form a near-globally distributed superspecies and between one to six 
species-level taxa recognized by various authors. Virtually no data are 
available relevant to taxon-ranking of allopatric populations. The contact 
between mexicanus and melanurus in South America, where at least some 
hybridization occurs, affords one of the best opportunities for such study.
Pied Lapwing Vanellus cayanus
Several sightings along the Madre de Dios River. Not bad for a wader!!
Andean Lapwing  Vanellus resplendens
Great views along the highland Manu road and at Abra Malaga
Collared Plover  Charadrius collaris
Only three individuals seen along the Rio Madre de Dios
Andean Snipe*Gallinago jamesoni
Heard only at our campsite
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
4 seen Lima boat trip
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda
Great views of a single individual at Patria
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca
Hmph! One seen at Huacarpay
Spotted Sandpiper  Tringa macularia
Oh joy!
Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos
Will the suffering every end?
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
12 seen Lima boat trip
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
30 seen Lima boat trip
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicaria
150 seen Lima boat trip
Wilson’s Phalarope  Steganopus tricolor
Almost there …..
Chilean Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
4 seen Lima boat trip
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki
1 seen Lima boat trip
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus
20 seen Lima boat trip
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Parasitic Jaege Stercoraius longicaudus
1 seen Lima boat trip
Band-tailed Gull Larus belcheri
1000 seen Lima boat trip
Gray Gull Larus modestus
10 seen Lima boat trip
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus
30 seen Lima boat trip
Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus
4 seen Lima boat trip
Andean Gull  Larus serranus
Phew! At last … back to the proper stuff! This species was common 
around Huacarpay lakes and three were seen at Abra Malaga
Sabine´s Gull Xema sabini
35 seen Lima boat trip
Swallow-tailed Gull Creagrus furcatus
5 seen Lima boat trip
Elegant Tern Sterna elegans
3 seen Lima boat trip
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
250 seen Lima boat trip
South American Tern Sterna hirundinacea
40 seen Lima boat trip
Peruvian Tern Sterna lorata
1 seen Lima boat trip
Amazonian Tern  Sterna superciliaris
Only two were seen on our journey from HAL to MWC. Formerly called 
“Yellow-billed Tern”.
Large-billed Tern  Phaetusa simplex
Seen during four of our boat journeys along the Rio Madre de Dios
Inca Tern Larosterna inca
3000 seen Lima boat trip
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger
Great stuff! Six seen on a sand-bar aong the Rio Alto Madre de Dios
Eared Dove Zenaida meloda
2 seen Lima 
Spot-winged Pigeon Patagioenas maculosa
Four seen in the remnant cloud forest beyond the village of 
Paucartambo, along the road to Manu. The New World Columba species 
are here placed in the genus Patagioenas.
Band-tailed Pigeon  Patagioenas fasciata 
Common 
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas   cayennensis
Common in the lowlands.
Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea
Jeff’s arch nemesis for the trip. And just to rub salt into the wounds, we 
used his scope to watch two birds from the MWC canopy platform when 
he was walking the trails! Sorry Jeff, but we couldn’t resist that one!
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas  subvinacea
Seen at HAL and MWC
Grey-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla
Seen at MWC
Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana
Individuals seen at HAL and MWC 
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White-throated Quail-Dove Geotrygon frenata
1 Aguas Calientes
Blue-and-Yellow Macaw Ara ararauna
Stunning birds all over MWC – one of the best places to seen these guys.
Military Macaw* Vulnerable  Ara militaris
Heard only at HAL.
Scarlet Macaw Ara macao
Daily views around MWC! Awesome stuff!
Red-and-Green Macaw Ara chloropterus
Gangbuster performance at the Macaw Lick!
Chestnut-fronted Macaw   Ara severa
Common at HAL and MWC
Red-bellied Macaw  Ara manilata
Several groups flying over MWC
Blue-headed Macaw Endangered RR Primolius couloni
It simply doesn’t get better than this for a bird that is rarely seen perched. 
Sensational find (and photograph) by Niels who found a pair roosting 
in the subcanopy of a large tree near the small cocha at HAL. We got 
great bins and scope views for over 15 minutes and eventully had to 
leave them there. This is a bird in trouble. Probably a relict species, now 
considered globally-threatened with a tiny global population. Reasons 
for its decline are not clear but an increase in numbers caught for the pet-
trade is undoubtedly a major contributory factor. This species often roosts 
silently around mid-morning to mid-day in the mid-storey or subcanopy of 
foothill forest and dense secondary forest, probably following geophagy 
(ccollpa) activity nearby in the Atalaya foothills.
Scarlet-fronted Parakeet  Aratinga wagleri
Ten seen flying high over Huacarpay! Keep track of your Parakeets. Arndt 
(2006) contravertially describes a new species, Aratinga hockingi; and a 
number of other subspecies. Specimens in museums of this taxon had 
been identified as A. mitrata, but the new species may be more closely 
related to A. wagleri. Further specimen and vocalisation work required 
before the splits are formely accepted.
Miltred Parakeets Aratinga mitrata alticola
 +50 Aguas Calientes
White-eyed Parakeet Aratinga leucophthalmus
Common in the lowlands below Cock of the Rock Lodge and around 
Amazonia Lodge
Dusky-headed Parakeet Aratinga weddellii
Common at HAL and MWC. Great views in the secondary forest near the 
macaw clay lick
Rose-faced Parakeet  Pyrrhura roseifrons
Fantastic views of 6 birds feeding in a fruting tree near the canopy 
platform at MWC. Also seen at the Tapir Clay Lick.  The Painted Parakeet 
complex has recently been split into several species and the Manu bird is 
now Rose-faced Parakeet. 
Black-capped Parakeet Pyrrhura rupicola
One seen at the Tapir Clay lick at mid-day
Dusky-billed Parrotlet Forpus sclateri
A flock of five birds seen in a fruting Cecropia from the canopy platform 
at MWC
Amazonian Parrotlet * Nannopsittaca dachilleae
Tantilisingly close as a small flock twice flew over us whilst we were 
covered in Guadua bamboo aong the antthrush trail at MWC.
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Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera cyanoptera 
Common 
Tui Parakeet  Brotogeris sanctithomae
Common at the Macaw Lick and both oxbow lakes in the Manu Wildlife 
Center area
White-bellied Parrot RR Pionites leucogaster
Great views from the canopy tower at Manu Wildlife Center.
Orange-cheeked Parrot Pionopsitta barrabandi
Another star performer at the Macaw Lick and around MWC
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Common at HAL and MWC
Speckle-faced (Plum-crowned) Parrot* Pionus tumultuosus 
tumultuosus 
Heard only on our first morning at Pillahuata. This species will certainly 
be treated as separate from White-crowned. The subspecies seniloides 
was formerly considered a separate species (“White-capped Parrot”) 
from Pionus tumultuosus, (“Plum-crowned Parrot”) but O’Neill & Parker 
(1977) noted that the only differences between the two are the degree 
of saturation of rosy pigment. There is no evidence of intergradation 
between the two. English name “Speckle-faced Parrot” follows 
suggestion by Fjeldså & Krabbe (1990).
Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala
Two at the Macaw lick
Scaly-naped Parrot  Amazona mercenaria
A cloud forest Amazonas – huge flocks flying high over Cock of the Rock 
Lodge
Mealy Parrot Amazona farinosa
Common in the lowlands and at the Macaw Lick. 
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Common
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
In the Amazon
Greater Ani  Crotophaga major
Common at MWC
Rufescent Screech Owl*  Meagascops ingens
Heard only around CORL – thanks to the rain! Recent analyses of genetic 
and vocal differences (König et al. 1999) confirm a major division of 
the screech-owls into New World Otus (except O. flammulatus) and 
Old World groups, as noted by Amadon & Bull (1988). Consequently, 
the AOU (Banks et al. 2003) placed all New World Otus (except O. 
flammulatus) in the genus Megascops. 
Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl  Megascops watsonii
Great look at HAL and MWC
Rufous-banded Owl* Strix albitrasus
Crested Owl *Lophostrix cristata
Spectacled Owl *Pulsatrix perspicillata
Band-bellied Owl *Pulsatrix melanota
Yungas Pygmy Owl *Glaucidium bolivianum
Heard only near our camp at Pillahuata. Recently described: König 
(1991). Glaucidium bolivianum was formerly (e.g., Meyer de Schauensee 
1970) included within G. jardinii, but König (1991) and Heidrich et al. 
(1995b) provided evidence for treating it as a separate species.
Amazonian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium hardyi
Great views during the day on our walk bck from the macaw clay lick. 

Tawny-bellied Screech Owl
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Howell and Robbins (1995) and Robbins and Howell (1995) supported 
recognition of hardyi as a species separate from Glaucidium minutissimum, 
and they also showed that Middle American taxa in this group should also 
be considered separate species.
Great Potoo *Nyctibius grandis
Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus
Wish all birds responded to tape as well as this guy did! 
Sand-colored Nighthawk Chordeiles rupestris
Great looks along the Madre de Dios river. Roosts on sandbars and dead 
logs in the river. 
Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
Seen at HAL and heard at MWC
Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca
Stunning late-afternoon views of a foraging male at the rivers edge along 
the Rio Madre de Dios below MWC. At least three females seen t close 
quarters along Cocha Blanco.
Ocellated Poorwill * Nyctiphrynus ocellatus
How frustrating was this guy? But at least we saw the cat!
Silky-tailed Nightjar * Caprimulgus seriocaudatus
Heard only at the Tapir Clay Lick
Band-wingd Nightjar Caprimulgus longirostris
One seen by Jeff near the campsite
Swallow-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis segmentata 
One female seen and one male heard but very unresponsive.
Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra
A full tailed male eventually was sen on our second attempt at the 
Mirador above CORL. 
Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutilus
Common. Note that females look entirely uniform!!, 1 Aguas Calientes
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Common
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris
Some were seen around HAL
Pale-rumped Swift  Chaetura egregia
Best views I have ever had of this species foraging low over Cocha 
Camungo and Cocha Blanco
Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura
Many sightings
Andean Swift  Aeronautes andecolus
Common along the road beyond Huacarpay lakes and at Ollantaytambo
White-tipped Swift Aeronautes montivagus
+50 Mach Picchu, 15 Aguas Calientes
Neotropical Palm-Swift Tachornis squamata
Several sightings at MWC, 1 Aguas Calientes
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis
Several sightings around MWC
Green Hermit Phaethornis guy
Great looks at the feeders at Cock of the Rock Lodge
Great-billed Hermit Phaethornis malaris
Also great looks at the feeders at Cock of the Rock Lodge
White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus
Seen at HAL and in the bamboo at MWC
Koepcke’s Hermit Near-threatened RR  Phaethornis 
koepckeae
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A Peruvian endemic and a speciality at Amazonia Lodge.
Needle-billed Hermit Phaethornis philippii
One sighting at Manu Wildife Center                     
Reddish Hermit Phaethornis ruber
One sighting at Manu Wildife Center
Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae
Two birds seen near CORL. Lifer for Niels!!!
Grey-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis
Daily at the HAL flowers and feeders
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
Again, daily at HAL
Green Violet-ear Colibri thalassinus
One seen along the Manu road above CORL
Sparkling Violet-ear Colibri coruscans
Rufous-crested Coquette Lophornis delattrei
Anothr highlight of the trip. Stunning daily views of a male and female at 
HAL
Wire-crested Thorntail Popelairia popelairii
One of the birds of the trip! Daily views of up to three males and three 
females in the garden at CORL. And to complete the experience, what 
about the male’s display!!? Don’t think many people in the world have 
ever seen that!!
Festive Coquette Lophornis chalybea
One female seen foraging in the garden at HAL
Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus
Common at HAL
Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata
Common at HAL
Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone
Common at HAL
Many-spotted Hummingbird Taphrospilus hypostictus
Great looks at the CORL feeders
White-bellied Hummingbird  Amazilia chionogaster
Seen in the hotel garden at Ollantaytambo
Green-white Hummingbird Leucippus viridicauda
7 Aguas Calientes
Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys
Seen around CORL, 2 Aguas Calientes
Peruvian Piedtail Near-threatened RR Phlogophilus hartertii 
The great stake-out! Great views of one bird foraging at flowers at Quita 
Calzones. Three more were seen shortly afterwards 
Gould’s Jewelfront  Helidoxa aurescens
A fantastic bird at the feeders at HAL, 3 Aguas Calientes
Violet-fronted Brilliant Heliodoxa leadbeateri
Common at CORL
Rufous-webbed Brilliant RR Heliodoxa branickii
Two males seen in the garden at HAL
Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas
Ebbe lost all control when he saw this at the hotel in Ollantaytambo! 
Good stuff!, 5 enroute by train
Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis caumatonotus 
Common 
Whie-tufted Sunbeam RR Aglaeactis castelnaudii
Nice eh? Two seen, as promised, at the end of our Abra Malaga 

Blue-tailed Emerald
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extension!
Gould’s (Collard) Inca RR Coeligena (coeligena) inca
One seen below the alder woodlands in the Manu cloud corest. We saw 
the inca form with the rufous chest band. The SACC does not recognize 
the split. Schuchmann (1999) treated the southern inca subspecies 
group as a separate species from Coeligena torquata, a return to the 
classification of Cory (1918), but provided little evidence for the split. 
Looks good to me!
Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena
Common in the alder woodlands below Pillahuata
Violet-throated Starfrontlet RR  Coeligena violifer osculans
Seen well around Pillahuata
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera
One female briefly seen at the quebrada before Pillahuata
Amethyst-throated Sunangel  Heliangelus amethysticollis
A few seen around Pillahuata
Buff-thighed (Greenish) Puffleg Haplophaedia (aureliae) 
assimilis
One seen well at Rocotal. Haplophaedia assimilis was formerly considered 
a subspecies of H. aureliae (Greenish Puffleg), but Schuchmann et al. 
(2000) provided rationale for treating it as a separate species.
Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii annae
Quality views at CORL. Stunning bird!
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae
One male in the garden of the hotel in Ollantaytambo
Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia nuna
At least three individuals in the hotel garden at Ollantaytambo, 4 en 
route by train toAguas Calientes
Scaled Metaltail RR  Metallura aeneocauda
One female seen at Pillahuata
Tyrian Metaltail  Metallura tyrianthina smaragdinicollis 
Common
Blue-mantled Thornbill RR Chalcostigma stanleyi
Great looks at this species in the Abra Malaga Polylepis
Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingi
Two males seen during our time at Pillahuata and CORL
Wedge-billed Hummingbird Schistes geoffroyi
Good old Wedgey was seen well at CORL
Bearded Mountaineer RR Oreonympha nobilis
Great views of a male at foraging in the Nicotania bushes around 
Huacarpay Lake. 
Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx aurita
Daily at HAL
White-bellied Woodstar Acestrura mulsant
Great views during lunch at CORL
Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus
Great views of four birds in total, three males and a female. The pair near 
CORL were particularly responsive.
Golden-headed Quetzall Pharomachrus auriceps
The quetzal adventure continued with great looks at two males, 1 seen at 
Aguas Calientes by Tau

Pavonine Quetzal Pharomachrus pavoninus
Tao completed the quetzal hat-trick by finding this stunner in the terra 
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firme sandy clay forest at MWC
Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus melanurus
Common 
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris
Only one male was seen during the trip at MWC
Masked Trogon Trogon personatuts
Great views of a pair near the Pillahuata tunnels in the rain!
Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui
Common
Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquata
Seen at the small cocha at HAL and also at both oxbow lakes at MWC
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Common
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle Americana
Green-and-Rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda
One seen at the small cocha at HAL
American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea
One seen by Niels at HAL
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Nice views from the MWC canopy platform
Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii
One seen in the terra-firme sandy clay forest at MWC
Blue-crowned Motmot  Momotus momota
Four in total seen in Guadua bamboo habitats at MWC
Highland Motmot Momotus momota aequatorialis
Seen well at along the trail below CORL. The SACC lumps this with 
Blue-crowned Motmot. Fjeldså & Krabbe (1990) proposed that the 
Andean form aequatorialis was a separate species from M. momota, and 
other authors agree (Ridgely & Greenfield 2001, Dickinson 2003), thus 
returning to the classification of Cory (1919) and Chapman (1923, 1926). 
However, no formal analysis has ever been published, and the published 
evidence in support of treating aequatorialis as a species-level taxon is 
weak, 1 Aguas Calientes
Purus Jacamar RR Galbalcyrhynchus purusianus
Great views at Cocha Camungo. Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis and G. 
purusianus were formerly treated as separate species, but some authors 
e.g. Peters (1948) and Meyer de Schauensee (1970) considered them 
conspecific (“Chestnut Jacamar”). Haffer (1974) noted that they are 
parapatric in the Río Ucayali area with no sign of interbreeding and that 
they differ in plumage to the same degree as other jacamars currently 
ranked as species.
Bluish-fronted Jacamar  Galbula cyanescens
Common
Chestnut-capped Puffbird Bucco macrodactylus
The eleventh hour lifer for Niels. Came in wonderfully well to tape along 
the forest edge at MWC thanks to Ebbe finding it there the previous day.
Striolated Puffbird Nystalus striolatus
One of the most memorable birding adventures of the trip. Took a couple 
of hours but slowly, it came closer and closer, and then it was in view 
right there for us at the canopy platform at MWC.
Black-streaked Puffbird * Malacoptila fulvogularis
Heard only at CORL and Quita Calzones. Responded vocallyand moved a 
little but never came into view. 
Semicollard Puffbird RR Malacoptila semicincta
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Birthe did it again – she was the only one to see this spectacular puffbird 
along the grid at MWC
Rufous-capped Nunlet Nonnula ruficapilla
After giving us many problems at HAL we got stunning views of three 
individuals in the Guadua bamboo habitat along anthrush trail at MWC 
Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons
Common
White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus
A few were seen with mixed flocks in the terra-firme sandy-clay forst at 
MWC
Swallow-wing Chelidoptera tenebrosa
Common along the lowland rivers
Gilded Barbet Capito auratus
Three seen foraging with mixed flocks at MWC
Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni
What about this guy then. Good looks in the mixed flocks along the 
ridge at HAL but what about the male who came right into the canopy 
platform at MWC!
Scarlet-hooded Barbet RR Eubucco tucinkae
Stunning views of a male foraging in dead-leaf clusters with a mixed flock 
at HAL
Versicolored Barbet Eubucco versicolor
Remember when this thing came in to the garden at CORL? High-fives 
and ice-cold ones for eveyone!
Emerald Toucanet                                     
Aulacorhynchus atrogularis
Great views of a foraging bird in the forest edge around HAL. Some 
authors have recently split this “complex” into several species. Ridgely & 
Greenfield (2001) suggested that Aulacorhynchus prasinus may consist 
of more than one species-level taxon, but see Short & Horne (2001) who 
pointed out that the allopatric taxa are no more distinctive than those 
known to intergrade. All subspecies are similar vocally, bill pattern varies 
relatively little and all interbreed with each other wherever they meet. 
Races integrade widely (Short & Horne 2001). 
Blue-banded Toucanet RR                          
Aulacorhynchus coeruleicinctis 
Great views at Rocotal
Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus
Three seen at the macaw clay lick
Ivory-billed Aracari Pteroglossus azarae
Tao spotted this one around the forest edge at MWC. Haffer (1974) 
showed that Pteroglossus mariae, formerly considered a separate species 
(“Brown-mandibled Araçari”), forms hybrid zones with subspecies 
flavirostris wherever they are in contact and is thus best treated as a 
subspecies, as suspected by Peters (1948) and treated by Cory (1919) 
and Pinto (1937). This treatment has been followed by most subsequent 
authors except Ridgely & Greenfield (2001).
Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis
Common at HAL
Curl-crested Aracari  Pteroglossus beauharnaesii
Only one bird seen in the terra-firme sandy clay forest at MWC

Grey-breasted Mountain-Toucan  Andigena hypoglauca
Stunning close views of an individual eating fruit near the campsite at 

30   Birdlist for Manu Natunal Park Trip October 2006

Purus Jacamar

Rufous-capped Nunlet

Blue-banded Toucanet



Pillahuata. Several more were heard throughout our time there. 
Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus 
Seen at MWC. Cory (1919) and Meyer de Schauensee (1966, 1970) 
considered R. culminatus (“Yellow-ridged Toucan”) and R. citrolaemus 
(“Citron-throated Toucan”) as separate species from Ramphastos 
vitellinus. Haffer (1974) treated these as a subspecies of R. vitellinus, 
which is actually a partial return to the classification of Pinto (1937) and 
Peters (1948). This has been followed by most subsequent authors but 
not Sibley & Monroe 1990 or Hilty 2003. Haffer identified broad hybrid 
zones between vitellinus and culminatus wherever they meet. 
White-throated Toucan  Ramphastos tucanus
Common at MWC with two birds also seen at HAL. Haffer (1974) 
showed that R. cuvieri (“Cuvier’s Toucan”) and R. tucanus form a broad 
hybrid zone in northern and eastern Amazonia, and, therefore, treated 
cuvieri  as a subspecies of Ramphastos tucanus; see also Short & Horne 
(2001); this treatment has been followed by most subsequent authors 
except Sibley & Monroe (1990).
Fine-barred Piculet RR Picumnus subtilis
Great views of a male hanging around the garden at HAL (“Jeff – mind 
the huge metallic planter situated directly in front of you”!!)
Bar-breasted Piculet* Picumnus aurifrons
Occelated Piculet Picumnus dorbygnianus
4 Aguas Calientes, photo
Rufous-breasted Piculet  Picumnus rufiventris
Great looks along anthrush trail and at Cocha Nueva at MWC
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker     
Melanerpes cruentatus
Nice bird!
Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus
Pairs seen at HAL and in the Guadua bamboo habitats at MWC
Red-stained Woodpecker Veniliornis affinis
Two individuals seen with mixed flocks at MWC
White-throated Woodpecker Piculus leucolaemus
A male flewover us whilst on Cocha Camungo oxbow lake. Better views 
desired!
Golden-Olive Woodpecker  Piculus rubiginosus
Great views in the huge mixed species flock seen along the road above 
CORL – one of the most memorable flocks for everyone in the group, 1 
Aguas Calientes
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Piculus rivolii atriceps
One of the most strking woodpeckers and we saw a pair in the alder 
woodlands at Pillahuata
Andean Flicker Colaptes rupicola
Seen at Abra Malaga
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker* Celeus grammicus latifasciatus 
Better view desired!
Ringed Woodpecker  Celeus torquatus
Stunning close quarter views of a pair at MWC
Cream-coloured Woodpecker Celeus flavus
Again, better views desired!
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus
Four birds in total seen throughout our time at HAL
Red-necked Woodpecker Campephilus rubricollis
Gangbuster views (and drumming) at Cocha Camungo
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Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos
Great views of two males at HAL
Bar-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus rivularis
Common at Abra Malaga
Royal Cinclodes Critically endangered RR Cinclodes aricomae
One seen at Abra Malaga. This is in real trouble with less that 200 pairs 
remaining and is without doubt, one of the most threatened birds in the 
world.. It is now the focus of an intnse forest restoration program in the 
Cordillera Vilcanota by the Peruvian NGO - ECOAN.
Seaside Cinclodes Cinclodes taczanowskii
1 seen on the Sealeon colony off Lima
Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus tricolor
Common at HAL
Tawny Tit -spinetail Near-threatened  Leptasthenura 
yanacensis
Agreat views of a pair in rsponse to playback in the Polylepis at Abra 
Malaga.
White-browed Tit-spinetail Endangered RR
We saw seven individuals at Abra Malaga. Conservation status needs 
review as it is locally abundant in other Polylepis areas
Wren-like Rushbird  Phleocryptus melanops
Seen at Huacarpay
Puna Thistletail * RR Schizoeaca helleri
Azara’s Spinetail Synallaxis azarae urubambae
Common, 6 Aguas Calientes
Dark-breasted Spinetail *Synallaxis albigularis
Cabanis’ Spinetail * RR   Synallaxis cabanisi
Plain-crowned Spinetail Synallaxis gujanensis
Nesting at HAL
Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata
Great views of one bird foraging with the huge mixed flock along the road 
above CORL
Marcapata Spinetail RR Cranioleuca marcapatae marcapatae 
At the eleventh hour, we got stunning views of one bird entering and 
leaving its nest over the road below the second tunnel at Pillahuata
Creamy-crested Spinetail RR Cranioleuca albicapilla albigula 
Wow! Great close views of one bird behind the toilets at Pillahuata in the 
alder woodlands. First time it has been recorded along this humid slope 
below the Marcapata Spinetails!
Rusty-fronted Canastero RR Asthenes ottonis
Nice looks of this arid montane scrub species at Huacarpay Lakes.
Streak-throated Canastero  Asthenes humilis
Three seen in the Abra Malaga valley
Line-fronted Canastero Near-threatened RR   Asthenes 
urubambansis
Great looks in the Polylepis woods at Abra Malaga. Conservation status 
currently under review as its populations are declining rapidly in other 
valleys in the Cordillera Vilcanota
Plain Softail Thripophaga fusiceps dimorpha
Great close views in the afternoon mixed flock at the MWC canopy tower. 
Vaurie (1980) considered Thripophaga fusciceps and T. berlepschi to 
belong in Phacellodomus
Streak-fronted Thornbird  Pacellodomus striaticeps
Better view desired uarcarpay Lakes
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Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens
Common at Rocotal and CORL, 1 Aguas Calientes
Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger
Common 
Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis
Fairly common around Rocotal and CORL
Striped Treehunter *  Thripadectes holostictus
Black-billed Treehunter Thripadectes melanorhynchus
Seen well with mixed flock near CORL
Peruvian Recurvebill RR Simoxenops ucayalae
Great looks along antthrush trail and of a foraging pair at Cocha Nueva 
Chestnut-winged Hookbill Ancistrops strigilatus
Two in a mixed flock at MWC
Chestnut-winged Foliage-gleaner Philydor erythropterus
Great looks from the canopy tower and other trails at MWC
Rufous-tailed Foliage-glaener  Philydor ruficaudatus
Seen in mixed flocks at MWC
Rufous-rumped Foliage-glaener  Philydor erythrocercum
One seen in a ixed understorey lock at MWC
Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner* Automolus rufipileatus
Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner *Automolus ochrolaemus 
ochrolaemus 
Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner *Automolus infuscatus
Plain Xenops Xenops minutes
Seen at MWC
Streaked Xenops  Xenops rutilans
Six in total around CORL and along the ridge trail at HAL, 3 Aguas 
Calientes
Tyrannine Woodcreeper *Dendrocincla tyrannina
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Excellent views of one individual along the ridge trail at HAL
White-chinned Woodcreeper Dendrocincla merula
One seen in the mixed forst habitat at Cocha Camungo
Long-tailed Woodcreeper Deconychura longicauda pallida 
One seen in a mixed canopy flock at MWC
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus amazonus 
Three seen repeatedly in a mixed canopy flock at the MWC canopy 
platform. Keep track of these subspecies. Sittasomus griseicapillus almost 
certainly consists of multiple species (Hardy et al. 1991, Ridgely & Tudor 
1994, Ridgely & Greenfield 2001) with at least five subspecies groups 
possibly deserving separate species status (Marantz et al. 2003).
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus
Two seen in the terra-firme forest habitats at MWC
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula
Great views at HAL and MWC
Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes certhia
One seen at MWC
Elegant Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus elegans juruanus
Several seen at MWC. Several authors have treated Xiphorhynchus elegans 
and X. spixii conspecific, but see Haffer (1997) for rationale for treating 
them as separate species. Aleixo (2002) also found molecular support 
for treating nominate spixii as a separate species from all other taxa in 
the group. Rapaso and Hofling (2003) go further and suggest X. elegans 
juruanus is also distinct from other members of the X. elegans group but 
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no vernacular name has been proposed for this split.
Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus
Common at HAL and MWC. This species has NOT been formerly split!
Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis
Common around CORL
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
A few seen (and highly vocal) in the alder woodlands at Pillahuata. Treated 
as conspecific with Spot-crowned Woodcreeper L. affinis by recent authors.
Lineated Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes albolineatus
Good looks from the Canopy Tower at MWC
Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris 
Seen in the bamboo at Cocha Nueva
Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus
A male was seen in a mixed flock along the ridge trail at HAL but we all 
got stunning close views of another male from the canopy platform at 
MWC
Bamboo Antshrike RR Cymbilaimus sanctaemariae
Seen well along the jeep track at HAL
Great Antshrike Taraba major
Commonly heard and a couple seen at HAL and in the Guadua bamboo 
habitats at MWC
Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus
Close views of a male and two females in the willow bars next to the 
macaw clay lick
Chestnut-backed Antshrike Thamnophilus palliatus
Great views in the garden at CORL
Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor 
Great looks at a male along the road above CORL in response to tape, just 
before we encountered the monster-mixed-flock! Unusual population in 
that these birds show a white tail tip and the vocalisations are similar to the 
populations from Central Peru. 
Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus
Two females seen with mixed flocks at HAL
Spot-winged Antshrike  Pygiptila stellaris
Several seen at MWC
Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus
Close views of a foraging bird in the monster mixed flock above CORL 
Plain Antvireo* Dysithamnus mentalis
Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus 
ardesiacus
Several seen at HAL and MWC
Bluish-slate Antshrike Thamnomanes schistogynus
Several sightings of this understory flock leader at HAL and MWC
Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens
2 females near the fruit tree Aguas Calientes
Pygmy Antwren  Myrmotherula brachyura brachyura
Seen foraging and calling from vine tangles at HAL near the small cocha
Sclater’s Antwren   Myrmotherula sclateri
Seen well from the canopy tower at MWC
Amazonia Streaked Antwren  Myrmotherula surinamensis
Seen by the bridge at MWC
Stripe-chested Antwren  Myrmotherula longicauda
A pair was seen daily feeding two fledglings in the garden at CORL
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Plain-throated Antwren Myrmotherula hauxwelli
Two males seen well at MWC
Ornate Antwren Myrmotherula ornata meridionalis 
A female and male seen seperately along the road below CORL and 
along the jeeptrack at HAL. Note that in the foothills of southeast Peru, 
grey-backed males are the dominant plumage characteristic but some 
red-backed forms occur also.
Rufous-tailed Antwren   Myrmotherula erythrura
Nice views of this dead-leaf specialist in the mixed flocks along the ridge 
trail at HAL
White-flanked Antwren  Myrmotherula axillaris
Several pais seen at MWC – the territorial display of two males and two 
females was particulalrly memorable. Numerous authors have noted that 
vocal differences among several subspecies of Myrmotherula axillaris 
suggest that more than one species is involved. Watch this space!
Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor
A male and female were seen along the road above and below CORL
Long-winged Antwren   Myrmotherula longipennis garbei
Several seen at MWC with mixed flocks.
Grey Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii
Several seen at MWC with mixed flocks
Yellow-breasted Antwren Herpsilochmus axillaris
Good looks at two birds near the lek at CORL
Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis
A male seen in the garden at CORL
Striated Antbird  Drymophila devillei
Difficult but we eventually saw a couple in the bamboo at Cocha Nueva
Chestnut-shouldered Antwren * Terenura humeralis
Yellow-rumped Antwren Endangered RR  Terenura sharpei
One of my favourite birds of the trip and undoubtedly one of the most 
important to see. We had amazing views of a male as it came in to tape 
whilst foraging with a mixed flock along the road above CORL. It paused 
to turn at an angle whilst perched and expose its yellow-rump in the 
direction of the playback. Awesome stuff!
Grey Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens sclateri
Commonly heard but we did see pieces of a male in a dense vine tangle 
along the jeep track at HAL
Blackish Antbird Cercomacra nigrescens
Great views of a male at Cocha Nuevo before we were rudely interrupted 
by a herd of White-lipped Peccaries
Black Antbird Cercomacra serva
Gangbuster views of a male at the roadside below CORL
Manu Antbird RR Cercomacra manu
Nice views of two males and a female in the Guadua bamboo habitats at 
MWC.
White-browed Antbird  Myrmoborus leucophrys
A common but stunning lowland species. A number of males were seen
Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus
Gangbuster views of a male during our first afternoon at MWC.
Warbling Antbird Hypocnemis cantator collinsi 
Eventually we saw a number of birds at Cocha Nueva. Now this gets a 
bit complicated. We actually saw the collinsi subspecies. There are three 
different subspecies in southeast Peru (subflava, collinsi and peruvianus) 
and the whole complex is currently being analysed so watch this space for 
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a whole bunch of arm-chair splits!!
Spot-winged Antbird*Schistocichla leucostigma brunneiceps 
Heard only a HAL. Keep an eye open for a paper splitting this species 
complex!
White-lined Antbird RR Percnostola lophotes
Another near-obligate bamboo specialist seen well at HAL and MWC
Southern Chestnut-tailed Antbird Myrmeciza hemimelaena
Two males seen at HAL.
Plumbeous Antbird Myrmeciza hyperythra
Great views of a male along the trail to Cocha Camungo
Goeldi’s Antbird RR Myrmeciza goeldii
Another of my favourite birds. We saw a male at HAL and four more 
birds during our time at MWC
Sooty Antbird *   Myrmeciza fortis
White-throated Antbird Gymnopithys salvini
Great find by Jeff and Niels in the terra-firme forst at MWC.
Hairy-crested Antbird Rhegmatorhina melanosticta
Niels most wanted bird of the trip and certainly one of the birds of the 
trip! Amazing close views of one bird as it came flying in to tape off 
trail to the Cocha Camungo oxbow lake. As always with my trips, it was 
nowhere near an antswarm. 
Black-spotted Bare-eye  Phlegopsis nigromaculata
A stunning antbird and we saw two birds aong the jeep track following an 
antswarm at HAL. 
Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis
Seen at both HAL and MWC
Rufous-fronted Antthrush* Near-threatened RR   Formicarius 
rufifrons
Really only heard along the trail to the macaw clay lick and antthrush trail. 
Vegetation was just too dense
Rufous-breasted Antthrush* Formicarius rufipectus thoracicus
Barred Antthrush* Chamaeza mollissima yungae
Undulated Antpitta* Grallaria squamigera
Scaled Antpitta* Grallaria guatimalensis sonoria 
Stripe-headed Antpitta RR Grallaria andicola
Two seen in the Polylepis at Abra Malaga.
White-throated Antpitta* Grallaria albigula
One seen by everyone (except me) along the trail below CORL
Red-and-white Antpitta RR Grallaria erythroleuca
Bits and pieces seen by some members of the group. Would’ve been nice 
to see a whole one!
Rufous Antpitta* RR  Grallaria rufula occabambae
Amazonian Antpitta Hylopezus berlepschi
Patience paid off for Jeff who saw it on two occasions at HAL
Thrush-like Antpitta* Myrmothera campanisona
Rusty-belted Tapaculo Liosceles thoracicus
Finally we got good looks at on bird along the jeep track on our way out of 
HAL
Northern White-crowned Tapaculo* Scytolopus atratus
Trilling Tapaculo * Scytalopus parvirostris
Puna Tapaculo RR Scytalopus simonsi
What about this little fella who came charging upthe slope in the Polylepis 
woodland at Abra Malaga and perched less than two feet in front of us!
Cinereous Mourner* Laniocera hypopyrra
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Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata
Great looks at two males near the tunnels below Pillahuata
Screaming Piha  Lipaugus vociferans
Aah yes, that wonderful all-grey bird! Seen well aong the grid at MWC
Plum-throated Cotinga Cotinga maynana
Great views of a male at the clearing around HAL. Another male was 
seen flying over the canopy platform at HAL
Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana. A male seen at Cocha 
Camungo.  
Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus
Seen from the MWC canopy platform
Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
Several seen at HAL and MWC
Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus
Good looks at two females along the road below CORL
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock Rupicola peruviana
The one Hans most wanted to see! The cotinga was soo bright we had 
to wear shades!! A truly  marvellous experience, 2 Aguas Calientes 
railway line.
Blue-backed Manakin* Chiroxiphia pareola regina
Better view required!
Yungas Manakin Chiroxiphia boliviana
Hot stuff seeing this species having a steamy romantic moment in the 
cloud forest along the trail below CORL!! Two males eventually came 
into the forst edge also around the garden.
Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda
Good looks at the lek on the jeep track at HAL and then we saw another 
male following a mixed flock along the ridge trail at HAL 
Blue-crowned Manakin Pipra coronata exquisita
Good views of two males in the terra-firme sandy clay forest at MWC. 
Niels got a gangbuster photo! This is the all-green subspecies. 
Round-tailed Manakin  Pipra chloromeros
What about these guys displaying along the ridge at HAL! Manakins that 
can moonwalk!
Fiery-capped Manakin Machaeropterus pyrocephalus
An almighty battle with the Gods of Ornithology eventually yielded great 
views for everyone, including Niels!
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni
Jeff got him … eventually!
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus
Good views along the jeep track at HAL
Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis
Common, 3 Aguas Calientes
Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus
A couple of birds seen at Quita Calzones
Inca Flycatcher RR  Leptopogon taczanowski
Five seen along the Manu road feeding juveniles. Great close views!
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus
Four seen at the bridge behind MWC (two adults feeding juveniles)
Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris
common
Flammulated Bamboo-Tyrant   Hemitriccus flammulatus
One seen well in the bamboo at Cocha Nueva. Flam-bam and thank you!
Johannes’ Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus iohannis
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One seen at HAL
Black-throated Tody-Tyrant  Hemmitriccus granadensis
One seen along the Manu road below our campsite
Ochre-faced Tody FlycatcherTodirostrum plumbiceps
An amazing response to playback as this little guy perched in full view 
only a few feet from us for everyone to see. Niels got some of his best 
bird photos of the trip with this species!
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher* Todirostrum 
hrysocrotaphum neglectum
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
4 Aguas Calientes
Ringed Antpipit Corythopis torquata
Two seen at HAL
Scalter´s Tyrannulet Phyllomyias scalteri
8 Aguas Calientes
Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet Phyllomyias plumbeiceps
2 Aguas Calientes
Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias cinereiceps
6 Aguas Calientes, photo
Bolivian Tyrannulet  Zimmerius bolivianus
Good looks at seven individuals along the Manu road
White-lored Tyrannulet  Ornithion inerme
One seen in the canopy near the small cocha at HAL
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet*  Tyrannulus elatus
Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii
One seen in a mixed flock along the ride at HAL
Small –billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris
One in the garden at HAL
Sierran Elaenia Elaenia pallatangae
Common at Pillahuata
Highland Elaenia Elaenia obscura
Machu Picchu, photo
Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea
Two along the Rio Kosniapata, +25 Aguas Calientes
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys
Good looks at Pillahuata
White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus
Common 
Ash-breasted Tit-Ttrant Endangered RR  Anairetes alpinus
Not responsive to tape but we eventually got good looks at two birds 
foraging in the last patch of Polylepis woodland visisted at Abra Malaga
Many-colored Rush-Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra
A few at Huacarpay Lakes
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes ophthalmicus
Seen well in mixed flock species near CORL
Spectacled Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes orbitalis
Two birds seen well in mixed flocks along the ridge trail at HAL
Variegated Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes poecilotis
Great spot by Niels in a mixed flock below the alder woodlands along the 
Manu road
Cinnamon-faced Tyrannulet RR   Phylloscartes parkeri
Great views of one bird in the garden at CORL on our first afternoon there. 
Several more were seen between CORL and Quita Calzones. One of several 
birds named after the legendary Ted Parker. 
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Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias uropygialis
Nice views at Pillahuata and Abra Malaga
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus
A frustrating bird seen by Niels, Tao and Jeff near CORL
Large-headed Flatbill Ramphotrigon megacephala
Great views of two birds along anthrush trail at MWC
Dusky-tailed Flatbill  Ramphotrigon fuscicauda
One very responsive bird also in the bamboo along antthrush trail
Rufous-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon ruficauda
Five birds seen well in the terra-firme sandy clay forest at MWC
Fulvous-breasted Flatbill Rhynchocyclus fulvipectus
Great views of a solitary individual in the monster-mixed flock above 
CORL. Not any easy bird to find!
Grey-crowned Tolmomyias Tolmomyias poliocephalus
One seen in a mixed flock along the ridge trail at HAL. Ridgely & 
Greenfield (2001) used the English group name “Flatbill” for the 
species of Tolmomyias, returning to a name used by Cory & Hellmayr 
(1925). However there is already a long established genus which 
carries the name Flatbill (Ramphotrigon) so we feel its best to use 
Tolmomyias.
(Yellow-breasted) Olive-faced Tolmomyias*  Tolmomyias 
viridiceps (flaviventris)
Heard below CORL and would not settle in view. Tolmomyias flaviventris 
almost certainly involves more than one species (Ridgely & Tudor 1994). 
The subspecies viridiceps is almost certainly a distinct species (Ridgely et 
al. 2001, Hilty 2003). However, Zimmer (1939a) and Fitzpatrick (2004) 
considered them conspecific.
Golden-crowned Spadebill*Platyrinchus coronatus
White-crested Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus
Great views of two individuals displaying their crests in rsponse to tape 
in the terra-firme sandy clay forest at MWC
Handsome Flycatcher  Myiophobus pulcher
Two birds seen in a small mixed flock below the alder woodland 
switchbacks
Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea
Common, 3 Aguas Calientes
Smoke-coloured Pewee Contopus fumigatus
Common around Pillahuata, 12 Aguas Calientes
Western Wood-Pewee  Contopus sordidulus
A few seen around CORL
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans latirostris
Fairly common on rivers and streams around CORL. This is the southern 
suspecies latirostris. The change from the darker-winged nominate 
nigricans to the white-winged latirostris is a north-south cline, with 
larger amounts of white gradually appearing further south, 14 Aguas 
Calientes. 
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
One seen around Patria
Maroon-belted Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca thoracica
Good looks of a foraging bird at the stream immediately before the 
second tunnel at Pillahuata. Biochemical work conducted at Copenhagen 
University by Jon Fjeldsa indicates this is a seperate species from Slaty-
backed Chat-tyrant – O. cinnamomeiventris to the north of the Maranon 
valley. García-Moreno et al. (1998) suggested that the plumage and 
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genetic differences between subspecies groups north and south of the 
Marañon should be recognized at the species level, with Ochthoeca 
thoracica the name for the southern species. Ridgely & Tudor (1994) 
reported that there are also vocal differences that would support this 
split. 
Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca rufipectoralis 
rufipectoralis 
Common
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca fumicolor berlepschi 
Common at Abra Malaga
White-browed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca leucophrys 
At Huacarpay Lakes and Huancarani
Drab Water-Tyrant  Ochthornis littoralis
Ohh dear!
Red-rumped Bush-tyrant  Cnemarchus erythropygius
One seen in the Polylepis at Abra Malaga
Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant  Myiotheretes striaticollis
2 machu Picchu, bridge trail
Little Gound-Tyant  Muscisaxicola fluviatilis
Birthe does it again - one seen below CORL
Taczanowski’s Ground-Tyrant RR  Muscisaxicola  griseus
Seen at Abra Malaga. Muscisaxicola grisea was formerly treated as a 
subspecies of M. alpina, but see Chesser (2000).
White-winged Black-Tyrant  Knipolegus atterimus
One male seen at the quebrada beyond Paucartambo
White-eyed Attila* Attila bolivianus
Greyish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex 
One seen in the afternoon canopy flock before it reached the platform at 
MWC. Looks and behaves just like a Myiarchus
Sirystes Sirystes sibilator
Great views of two birds in the branches above us in the MWC canopy 
tower on a great afternoon’s birding
Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus
One bird, probably this species seen foraging in a tall tree in the lower 
floodplain forest around antthrush trailat MWC
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus
Large flocks commonly encountered at HAL and MWC
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Several seen at HAL and MWC
Lemon-browed Flycatcher Conopias cinchoneti
Several sightings around CORL
Golden-crowned Flycatcher  Myiodynastes chrysocephalus 
Two seen along the road above CORL, 6 Aguas Calientes
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus
Several at CORL and some at HAL
Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis
Gray-capped Flycatcher  Myiozetetes granadensis
Dusky-chested Flycatcher Myiozetetes luteiventris
Two seen foraging in a fruitng tree close to the MWC canopy platform
Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius
Lesser Kiskadee  Philohydor lictor
Seen at both Cocha Blanco and Camungo
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus
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Seen at HAL and at the macaw clay lick and both oxbow lakes at MWC
Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor
Great sightings at Pillahuata. One of the most striking Becards!, 1 Aguas 
Calientes
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Seen along antthrush trail at MWC, 2 Aguas Calientes
Black-capped Becard  Pachyramphus marginatus
Two males seen in mixed canopy flocks along the ridge trail at HAL
Pink-throated Becard  Pachyramphus minor
Great closevies of a male and female on two visits to the MWC canopy 
platform
Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 
One male seen from the MWC acanopy platform 
Violaceous Jay  Cyanocorax violaceus
Common at HAL and MWC
Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas
Several seen at HAL and along the main rivers
Green (Inca) Jay   Cyanocorax yncas
Good sightings along the road above CORL. Ridgely & Greenfield (2001) 
and Hilty (2003) treated Middle American populations as a separate 
species, C. luxosus (“Green Jay”) from South American C. yncas (“Inca 
Jay”), but no data presented. 
White-collared Jay RR Cyanolyca viridicyana
Great closeviews of five birds foraging in the alder woodlands below the 
Pillahuata tunnels
Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo Vireo olivaceus chivi
See at HAL and MWC. Some classifications have considered the South 
American chivi group as a separate species (“Chivi Vireo”) from V. 
olivaceus, or as conspecific with V. flavoviridis (Hamilton 1962). Ridgely & 
Greenfield (2001) suggested, however, that more than one species may 
be involved within the South American chivi group, 35 Aguas Calientes.
Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis
One individual seen perched in a tree around the forest edge at HAL
Brown-capped Vireo vireo leucophrys
3 Aguas Calientes
Dusky-capped Greenlet  Hylophilus hypoxanthus
Common in large canopy mixed flocks at HAL and MWC
Tawny-crowned Greenlet Hylophilus ochraceiceps 
Two seen foraging with larged mixed species flocks along the ridge trail at 
HAL
White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus
One seen on the Kosniapata river near CORL, 2 Aguas Calientes
Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides ralloides
Two seen at Rocotal. Great song!, also Aguas Calientes
White-eared Solitaire  Entomodestes leucotis
Better view reqired. Quite a secretive bird in Manu, 1 Aguas Calientes.
Swainsons Thrush Catharus ustulatus
A few seen at CORL, one at HAL and a couple at MWC
Pale-eyed Thrush Platycichla leucops
A male and female seen separately around Rocotal
Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco chiguanco
Great Thrush  Turdus fuscater ockenderi
Glossy-black Thrush* Turdus serranus
Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis
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Hauxwell’s Thrush Turdus hauxwelli
Good spot by Tao at HAL
White-necked Thrush  Turdus albicollis
Two seen foraging along he trails near MWC
Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus turdinus
Two seen high in the trees above the bamboo at Cocha Nueva
Grey-mantled Wren  Odontorchilus branickii
Three birds seen on consecutive days in moxed flocks juct above CORL.
Fulvous Wren RR  Cinnycerthia fulva
A noisy family group of four birds were seen just above Pillahuata.
Inca Wren Thryothorus eisenmanni
8 Machu Picchu, common in bamboo above the ruins, photo
Moustached Wren  Thryothorus genibarbis
A couple of birds seen in the bamboo habitats at MWC
House Wren Troglodytes aedon
Common. If they split this, I’m gonna split Rufous-collard Sparrow!!, 20 
Aguas Calientes 
Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis
Pairs were seen at Pillahuata and Rocotal
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys
Nice bird seen on consecutive days at Rocotal and CORL, 20 Aguas 
Calientes
Southern Nightingale-Wren*  Microcerculus marginatus
Chestnut-breasted Wren* Cyphorhinus thoracicus
Frustrating eh?
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapillus
Common on the ox-bow lakes and marshes at MWC
White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer
Brown-chested Martin  Phaeoprogne tapera
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea
Brown-bellied Swallow   Notiochelidon murina
Common at Huacarpay and Abra Malaga
Blue-and-white Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuca
White-banded Swallow   Atticora fasciata
White-thighed Swallow  Neochelidon tibialis
Two seen foraging low over the lower floodplain forest behind HAL 
clearing
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
Paramo Pipit Anthus bogotensis
Good views of one at Abra Malaga
Thick-billed Siskin Carduelis crassirostris
Great views of two females and a male foraging on flowers of Polylepis 
trees at Abra Malaga
Hooded Siskin Carduelis magellanica urubambensis 
Olivaceous Siskin Carduelis magellanica olivacea
Common from CORL to HAL
Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi
Five birds seen in mixed focks near CORL, 1 Aguas Calientes
Slate-throated Whitestart Myioborus miniatus
+36 Aguas Calientes also +50 on Manu Rd
Spectacled Whitestart Myioborus melanocephalus
+40 Manu Rd, 5 Aguas Calientes
Two-banded Warbler*  Basileuterus bivittatus
Golden-bellied (Cusco) Warbler RR  Basileuterus chrysogaster 
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chysogaster
A couple seen along the road below CORL and two foraging with a 
mixed flock along the ridge trail at HAL. Considered a superspecies with 
B. c. chlorophrys of Colmbia and Ecuador. Considered a seperate species 
by some and if so would be a Peruvian endemic. Ridgely & Greenfield 
(2001) treated the northern subspecies chlorophrys as a separate species 
from Basileuterus chrysogaster based on differences in descriptions of 
songs.
Citrine Warbler Basileuterus luteoviridis striaticeps 
Several seen at Pillahuata, 10 Aguas Calientes
Russet-crowned Warbler Basileuterus coronatus
A air seen at Rocotal, 10 Aguas Calientes
Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus
Common 
Buff-rumped Warbler Phaeothlypus fulvicauda
Only one individual seen at MWC. Phaeothlypis fulvicauda and P. rivularis 
have been treated as conspecific by many authors. Most recent authors 
followed the suggestion by Miller (1952) that they should be regarded 
as separate species, as they had been treated by Hellmayr (1935). AOU 
(1983) and Sibley & Monroe (1990) suggest that they constitute a 
superspecies.
Pale-legged Warbler Basileuterus signatus signatus
8 Aguas Calientes
Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonatrichia capensis
I will …I’ll split this if they split House Wren!
Yellow-browed Sparrow  Ammodramus aurifrons
Seen at CORL and MWC
Pectoral Sparrow  Arremon taciturnus
Top views of a singing bird at HAL near the small cocha
Black-faced Brush-Finch RR  Atalaptes melanolaemus
Common around Pillahuata, Rocotal and CORL.  The Atlapetes genus has 
been completely revamped based on bio-chemical data and work done at 
Copenhagen Field Museum. Formerly considered part of Rudous-naped 
Brush-Finch complex A. rufinucha.
Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis
Seen regularly at HAL and MWC. Top bird! 
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola
Marvellous stuff…!?!
Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum cinereum 
Common at Abra Malaga
Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor
Topviews in the alder woodlands below Pillahuata
Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons
Several seen in the alder woodlands and below, 1 photographed+8 seen 
Machu Picchu at the gate.
Giant Conebill Near-threatened RR Oreomanes fraseri
To complete the clean sweep of globally-threatened species in the 
Polylepis woodlands, two of these showed up just as we were about to 
leave. Looks and behaves just like a Eurasion Nuthatch species! Huge 
respect for Hans for making it through the day!
Magpie Tanager Cissopis leveriana
Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii
Better view desired!
Common Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus ophthalmicus
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Common and hanging around in bushes!, 1 Machu Picchu
Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus  flavigularis  
Several sightings
Grey-hooded Bush-Tanager Cnemoscopus rubrirostris
Not often seen along the Manu road but Jeff and I got great close views 
of one individual at 2200m along the river below the alder woodlands. 
Here the black-billed subspecies chrysogaster
Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch Atalaptes canigens
Seen by Jeff Machu Picchu below the MP Lodge, some young looked like 
Cusco BF.
Black-capped (White-browed) Hemispingus  RR   
Hemispingus (auricularis) atrpileus
Several seen at Pillahuata and Rocotal. A great looking bird! If split, 
this species would be a Peruvian endemic. Hemispingus calophrys was 
formerly considered a subspecies of H. atropileus, but Weske & Terborgh 
(1974) provided rationale for treating southern calophrys as a species 
separate from H. atropileus. This treatment has been followed by most 
recent authors (e.g., Ridgely & Tudor 1989, Sibley & Monroe 1990) but 
not by Isler & Isler (1987). The subspecies auricularis is at least as distinct 
genetically and morphologically (García-Moreno et al. 2001).
Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus superciliaris
Fairly common at Pilllahuata. Here the yellow subspecies urubambae
Black-eared Hemispingus Hemispingus melanotis berlepschi 
Several above and below CORL. The berlepschi subspecies is fairly distinct 
and could merit full species status.
Drab Hemispingus Hemispingus xanthophthalmus
One seen in a mixed flock near the first tunnel at Pillahuata 
Rust-and-Yellow Tanager  Thlypopsis ruficeps
Several seen around the the Pillahuata area, 12 above Aguas Calientes. 
Carmiol’s (Olive) Tanager   Chlorothraupis carmioli
A tanager built like a tank! Three seen in mixed flocks along the ridge trail 
at HAL. Called “Olive Tanager” by some authots (e.g. AOU 1983, Isler & 
Isler 1987, Ridgely & Tudor 1989), but this creates unnecessary confusion 
with C. olivaceawhich has priority. Meyer de Schauensee (1966) states 
that “Olive” is best used for those classification that consider the two 
conspecific”.
White-winged Shrike-Tanager Lanio versicolor
Great views of several individuals at HAL and MWC.
Slaty Tanager RR   Creurgops dentata
Great close views of six individuals between Rocotal and CORL. The first 
three we saw were a pair feeding a recently fledged juvenile female! 
Yellow-crested Tanager RR  Tachyphonus rufiventer
Another target bird for Niels, we got to see two males at HAL
Flame-crested Tanager  Tachyphonus cristatus
Good views of a male foraging in a mixed cnopy flock at MWC
White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus luctuosus
Pairs seen in canopy mixed flocks at MWC
Black-goggled Tanager  Trichothraupis melanops
Good views of a male foraging with the monster-moxed flock above CORL
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica peruviana
Great views of several males and females in understorey flocks at MWC
Highland Hepatic Tanager Piranga luta
6 Aguas Calientes
White-winged Tanager  Piranga leucoptera

44   Birdlist for Manu Natunal Park Trip October 2006

Common Bush-Tanager



A pair seen along the road below CORL
Masked Crimson Tanager                    
Ramphocelus nigrogularis
Dude!
Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo
1 above Cock of the Rock, 5-7 Aguas Calientes
Blue-Gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus
+40 Aguas Calientes+, common in Manu
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum
Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala
Blue-and-yellow Tanager  Thraupis bonariensis
+40 Aguas Calientes+ Machu Picchu, common in Manu Rd
Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis montana
Huge great big thing seen near the tunnels at Pillahuata!
Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus igniventris 
igniventris 
The “Christmas-card bird” was seen several times around Pillahuata
Yellow-throated Tanager Iridosornis analis
Two seen at Rocotal. An awesome tanager!
Golden-collared Tanager RR Iridosornis jelskii
Several looks at Pillahuata
Chestnut-bellied Mountain-Tanager RR Delothraupis 
castaneoventris
Heard only on our first day at Pillahuata but we nailed it on the second 
day!
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota
Good spot by Niels, 10 Aguas Calientes
Orange-eared Tanager  Chlorochrysa calliparaea
Super common at CORL but what a bird!
Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana
Two seen from the canopy platform at HAL
Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis
Dude! What colour was this again?
Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii
Common at HAL and MWC
Golden Tanager Tangara arthus
Normally this species isn’t so difficult to see but because most tanagers 
were breeding or feeding recently fledged young, this one gave us a few 
problems, but we eventully got a couple of birds! 
Golden-eared Tanager  Tangara chrysotis
Seen by some of the group in the garden at CORL
Saffron-crowned Tanager  Tangara xanthocephala lamprotis 
Common between Rocotal and CORL. Here the orange-crowned 
subspecies, 25 Aguas Calientes.
Spotted Tanager Tangara punctata
Good views near the CORL lek and along the road above the lodge
Bay-headed Tanager  Tangara gyrola
A couple of sightings along the road above CORL and one at HAL
Golden-naped Tanager  Tangara ruficervix fulcivervix
Several good looks along the road above CORL, 1 Aguas Calientes
Blue-necked Tanager Tangara cyanicollis
Nesting near the rooms in the garden at CORL!

Beryl-spangled Tanager  Tangara nigroviridis
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Always good to see, photographed above Machu Picchu.
Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii atrocaerulea 
Lots of “oohhhhs” and “aahhh’s from the group when we saw these 
guys for the first time at Pillahuata!
Golden-collard Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrima
Good looks at a female foraging on Cecropia catkins along the road 
above CORL
Black-faced Dacnis  Dacnis lineata
A cool looking bird seen from the canopy platforms at HAL and MWC!
Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer
See daily aboveour bungalow at HAL and great close views of an 
immature male from the canopy platform at MWC
Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana
Good views from the HAL canopy platform, 2 Aguas Calientes
Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza
Seen at CORL, HAL and MWC. Great stuff!
Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus
Seen in canopy flocks along the ridge trail at HAL
Plush-cap  Catamblyrhynchus diadema
Only seen by a few people in Chusquea bamboo at the first Pillahuata 
tunnel.
Peruvian Sierra-Finch RR Phrygilus punensis
Only one male seen near Huancarani. Odd!
Plumbeous Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus unicolor
Common around the Polylepis at Abra Malaga.
Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus plebejus
Common around the Polylepis at Abra Malaga.
White-winged Diuca-Finch  Diuca speculifera 
Only one individual seen at Abra Malaga
Chestnut-breasted Mountain-Finch RR Poospiza caesar
Gangbuster views of a pair at Huancarani. Tolerant of anthropogenic 
disturbance and agricultural mosaics. Probably a naturally low-density 
species.
Black-billed Seed-Finch Oryzoborus atrirostris
Several males and females seen foraging on seeding plants at the lake 
edge of Cocha Camungo
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Three seen in the willow bars around the macaw clay lick
Dull-colored Gassquit Tiaris obscura
+25 1 male Aguas Calientes 
Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens
A few seen in the willows around the macaw clay lick
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater  Sporophila castaneiventris
Males and probably females seen in the willows around the macaw clay 
lick
Lessons Seedeater Sporophila bouvronides
A good “pee-stop-tick” for some of the group! A migrant to Amazonian 
lowlands and whose movements and status are poorly known.
Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
1 male Aguas Calientes railway
Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia analis analis
Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata inornata
A couple of birds seen at Abra Malaga
Black-throated Flower-piercer Diglossa brunneiventris
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+50 seen Machu Picchu, Aquas Callientes
Golden-eyed Flower-piercer*  Diglossopis glauca
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossopis cyanea
Photographed Machu Picchu
Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides
1 Machu Picchu
Black-backed Grosbeak   Pheucticus aureoventris
Three seen at Pillahuata, 2 Machu Picchu
Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus
Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens
Golden-billed Saltator Saltator aurantiirostris albociliaris 
Nice views along the road above Paucartabo, where we saw the Andean 
Tinamou
Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak Parkerthraustes humeralis
The genus named after the legendary Ted Parker. Great scope views of two 
birds from the canopy tower at MWC. We were able to watch them for a 
few minutes preening and apparently tearing at leaves for some reason! 
Quite vocal too!
Blue-black Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa cyanoides
A male in the canopy flock aong the ridge at HAL
Casqued Oropendola  Psarocolius oseryi
Seen at MWC
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus maculosus
Dusky-green Oropendola RR Psarocolius atrovirens
Daily views between Rocotal and CORL, +25 1 male Aguas Calientes 
Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons alfredi 
Amazonian Oropendola Gymnostinops bifasciatus
Great views of a displaying bird above the bamboo grid at MWC
Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela
Mountain Cacique Cacicus leucorhampus chrysonotus 
We eventually saw six birds in the alder woodlands below Pillahuata. Here 
the southern subspecies chrysonotus which has been considered as a 
separate species (Southern Mountain Cacique)
Solitary Cacique * Cacicus solitarius
Epaulet Oriole   Icterus cayanensis
Two seen – the first above the bamboo grid at MWC and the second along 
the riverside of the Rio Madre de Dios during our boat trip to Boca Manu 
airstrip
Orange-backed Troupial *  Icterus croconotus
Yellow-winged Blackbird   Agelaius thilius
Common at Hucarapay
Pale-eyed Blackbird RR Agelaius xanthophthalmus 
One of the most important birds to see in the lowlands, we all got great 
looks of one member of a group of three birds at Cocha Camungo. Merits 
threatened species status.
Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus
Common 
Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea
Great scope views along the road above CORL, 2 Aguas Calientes
Thick-billed Euphonia   Euphonia laniirostris
Pairs seen at HAL, 2 Aguas Calientes
White-lored Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta
A pair was found nesting in the clearing at HAL
White-vented Euphoniia   Euphonia minuta
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Three birds seen foraging with a large canopy flock along the ridge trail 
and HAL
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 
brunneifrons
Several sightints at CORL and HAL
Rufous-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia rufiventris
Great views of a singing male from the canopy tower at HAL

The Mammal List
Long-nose Bat Rhynchonycteris naso MWC
Saddle-backed TamarinsSaguinus fuscicollis MWC
Night Monkey sp (montane species) Aotus sp CRL
Black-headed/Azara’s 
Night MonkeyAotus nigiceps/azarae, HAL
Black Spider Monkey Ateles paniscus, MWC
Common Woolly MonkeyLagothrix lagothricha , CRL
Dusky Titi MonkeyCallicebus moloch Jeff in MWC
Bolivian Squirrel MonkeySaimiri boliviensis MWC
Brown Capuchin Monkey   Cebus apella, CRL, MWC
Red Howler Monkey Alouatta seniculus, MWC
Tayra Eira barbera Cock of the Rock, Madre Dios
Giant River Otter Lutra longicaudis MWC
Cat sp (ooooohhh …. So close!!) MWC
White-lipped Peaccary *Tayassu pecari MWC
Red Brocket Deer  Mazama Americana MWC
Bolivian Squirrel Sciurus ignitus
Southern Amazon Red Squirrel Sciurus spadaceus MWC
Amazon Dwarf Squirrel Microsiurus flaviventer MWC
Brown Agouti (Coati)  Dasyprocta variegate MWC
Andean Agouti (Coati) Nasuella olivacea 1 Aguas Calientes
Tapiti or Brazilain Rabbit  Sylvigalus brasiliensis MWC
Brazilian Tapir Tapirus terrestris +13 MWC
South Amercan Sealion   +4000 Lima Booat
Dusky Dolphin    50 Lima Boat
Pacific Bottle-noced Dolphin  +6 Lima Boat

The Reptile List & Frogs
Spectacled Caiman  Caiman crocodilus MWC
Phrynops sp Side-necked Turtle species MWC
Tupinambis teguiixin (Tegu Lizard) MWC
Anolis sp. 
Amieva amieva            
Kentropyx pelviceps
Pseudogonatodes sp
Green Snake species: Drymarchon sp CRL
Chironius sp
Eleutherdactylus sp
Bufo marinus,  HAL
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